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Abstract: A new Nearctic species of the genus Coniosternum Becker, 1894, C. masneri sp. nov., is described 

from Canada, and its important diagnostic characters are illustrated.
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Introduction
The genus Coniosternum Becker, 1894 (type species Scathophaga obscura Fallén, 1819 by 
original designation) is represented in the Palaearctic Region by 18 species (cf. Šifner, 2008, 

-
ding C. masneri
into the genus Scathophaga Meigen, 1803 (cf. Vockeroth 1965), but a recent molecular phylo-

Coniosternum 
as a separate genus. A morphological study of the prestomal teeth of the Scathophagidae 
supports a separate status for the genus Coniosternum

Material and methods
When citing label data, a double slash (//) is used to separate data on different labels. 
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Taxonomy

Coniosternum masneri sp. nov.

(Figs 1a–1e)

Type material

Metatype, Scathophaga obscurinervis Scathophaga obscurinervis 
Coniosternum masneri

Description

Abdomen. Male
-

and pointed, postgonite only slightly arched (Figs 1c, 1d). 
Female.

Differential diagnosis
The male of Coniosternum masneri
Nearctic species of Coniosternum in the shape of sternite 5, cerci and distyli (Figs 1a, 1b); 

C. masneri among all the congeners. For further details see the key of the Palaearctic species 
of Coniosternum (Šifner 2013).
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Fig. 1. Coniosternum masneri sp. nov.: a – male abdominal sternites 3 to 5; b – male cerci and surstyli 
(caudal view); c – penis apparatus with pregonite, postgonite and epiphalus; d – right pregonite with 
two setae; e – female abdominal sternites 4 to 8. Scale bars: 0,5 mm (a, b, e); 0,1 mm (c, d).
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