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The highest documented occurrence of Crocidura leucodon in the Western
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Abstract. A dead individual of C. leucodon was found in the Lower Tatra Mts. (Central Slovakia, Western
Carpathians). The site is situated in the westernmost part of the main ridge of this mountain range at the
altitude of 1,150 m a. s. 1. The prevaling habitat is a mountain meadow surrounded by spruce and beach-
-maple forests. In Central Europe, the species usually occurs in lowland and hilly areas, records above
600 m a. s. I. are very rare. The finding of C. leucodon in the mountain ridge at this extraordinary altitude
is the highest documented occurrence of the species in the Western Carpathians and Central Europe as
well. It is probably related to expansion of the species range in the recent decades and its spreading to
higher altitudes, which is more common at the southern border of its distribution area.
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The bicoloured white-toothed shrew, Crocidura leucodon (Hermann, 1870) has been expanding in Central
Europe and occupying also untypical habitats (ANDERA 2000, 2003, ZBYTOVsKY et al. 2004, LEso et al.
2008, ZsyTtovsky 2010). Its distribution range covers the central and southern parts of Europe as well as
the Palaearctic part of Asia, from 05° W to 55° E and from 35° to 53° N (MitcHELL-JONEs et al. 1999). The
species is commonly considered to inhabit mainly open landscape, particularly agricultural lands, and at
the northern margin of its range it tends to be associated with urban habitats (MiTCHELL-JONES et al. 1999).

In Central Europe, this species usually occurs in lowland and hilly areas up to 600 m a. s. L., it prefers
mainly warm and dry sites of steppe and forest-steppe character, and rather avoids continuous forest com-
plexes (ANDERA 2003, BaLAZ & AmBRros 2007, KrisTorik & Danko 2012). However, in the southern parts
of'its distribution range, records of the species from mountains are not exceptional (Kry3Turek 2009). The
latter author mentioned findings from a mountain pine stand at 1,650 m a. s. 1. in south-western Slovenia
and from altitudes around 2,000 m a. s. 1. in Macedonia, Anatolia, Lebanon, Georgia, and Iran.
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A dead adult individual of C. leucodon was found on the mountain trail at Hadlianka, in the Lower Tatra
Mts. (Central Slovakia, Western Carpathians) on 29 July 2017. The site is situated in the westernmost part
of the main mountain ridge, at the altitude of 1,150 m a. s. 1. (geographical coordinates 48° 51° 37.9” N,
19° 16’ 53.8” E; WGS 84). The prevailing habitat is a mountain meadow surrounded by spruce (from the
north) and beach-maple (from the south) forests.

Until recently, the hypsometric range of C. leucodon in Slovakia was limited to the span of 100—1,100 m
a. s. 1. (BaLAz & AwmBros 2007, Kristorik & Danko 2012), and the highest altitude was recorded by
Mosansky (1957; in Kristorik & Danko 2012) in the Kojsovska hol'a Mt. (Volovské vrchy Mts.), in
vicinity of a mountain cottage at 1,050 m a. s. I. An unusual occurrence of one individual inside a fir-
-beech forest in central Slovakia at the altitude of 850 m a. s. 1. was published by LE3o et al. (2008). The
authors considered the increasing fragmentation of the extensive forest complex as one of the reasons of
the species presence in unusual habitats. The finding of C. leucodon on the mountain ridge at the altitude
of 1,150 m a. s. L. is the highest documented occurrence of the species in the Western Carpathians and
Central Europe as well. It is probably related to the range expansion of the species in recent decades and
its spreading to higher altitudes.

SUHRN

Vjuli 2017 bol ndhodne objaveny kadaver adultného jedinca bielozubky bielobruchej (Crocidura leucodon)
na lokalite Hadlianka, v najzapadnejsej Casti hlavného hrebena Nizkych Tatier, v nadmorskej vyske 1150 m
(geografické suradnice 48° 51° 38” N, 19° 16’ 54” E; WGS 84). Ide o najvyssie dolozeny vyskyt druhu
na Gizemi Zapadnych Karpat a strednej Europy. Biotop na lokalite je tvoreny horskou likou nesuvislo sa
tiahnucou hlavnym hrebeniom zapadnej ¢asti pohoria. Z juznej strany liku lemuju bukové lesy s primesou
javora horského, zo severnej strany prevazne smreciny. Ojedinelé vyskyty druhu vo vyssich polohach
objavujuce sa v poslednom obdobi v strednej Eurdpe pravdepodobne suvisia s roz§irovanim arealu druhu,

Fig. 1. A dead individual of Crocidura leucodon, found in the Lower Tatra Mts., Slovakia, at 1,150 ma.s. 1.
Obr. 1. Uhynuty jedinec bielozubky bielobruchej (Crocidura leucodon) najdeny v Nizkych Tatrach v
nadmorskej vyske 1150 m.
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Fig. 2. View of the site of the Crocidura leucodon record in the Lower Tatra Mts., Slovakia.
Obr. 2. Pohl'ad na stanoviste s nalezom bielozubky bielobruchej (Crocidura leucodon) v Nizkych Tatrach
(stredné Slovensko).

vratane hypsometrického. Zatial’ ¢o v strednej Eurdpe ide o ojedinelé zdznamy v takychto habitatoch,
v juznej Casti arealu (juzna Eurdpa, Blizky vychod) st takéto vyskyty zaznamenavané ovel’a beznejsie.
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