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In 1979 the archaeological department of the Regional Museu m in Teplice with the
Distr ict Museum in Lltomeffce carried out an emergency excavatio n of Slavonic -burial­
ground on the north-wester n edge of city area in Lltorneflce alo ng Plesivecka Street .
Acqui red archeological material was after special elaborating passed on to the District
Museum in Litomet'ice where it is deposited with inventory numbers 506-556. Skeleton
remains from this excavation are deposited in the anthropological department of the
National Museum in Prague with inventory numbers 9230-9255.

This work starts wit h the archaeological part , then the demographical and metric­
mor phological analysis of skeletons follows, and the th ird part dea ls with th e condition
of health of the investigated population.

ARCHAEOLOGY - F. GABRIEL

THE FIND SITUATION
TIle excavation sta rted (In a site near Plesivecka Street opposite

the house Nr. 1498. The area was. disturbed by digging to lay the water
main for a new housing estate and by lowering the ground about 0,5 m
The di tch disrupted the simple stratigraphy of th ree strata. The profile
under the roadway of Plestvecka Street cons isted of black soil, hard'
ana ' crumbling whe n -dry (Stratum 3]. This stratum goes southward,
wher e i t Is overland by StraturuL formed of gray -soi l. On its base an
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increasing amount of fragments of marly limest on e was found , which
also appeared in Stratum 2. This is the rock base whose disintigrated
surface is formed by Stratum 2.

Burial pits were hollowed into Stratum 1 or we nt th rough it into
Stratum 2. In Stratum 3 was one burial pit which could not be un covered
for technical reasons.

The extent of the investigated area was delimitated in the north by
Pleslvecka Street, in the east by the plot of house Nr. 1598. Negative
results of a probe in the immediate surroundings of the graves in the west
and south and the absence of finds in the foundation excavations of
the new housing estate define the south and west order of the area used
for burials (Fig. 4) .

Numerical description of the graves is given in Table 1. The following
aspects were studied:

1. Number of the grave.
2. Maximum depth of the burial pit in metres .
3. Hollowing of the burial pit into Stratum 1 (1), 2 ( 2 ) .
4. Ground plan of the burial pit : r ect a ngular or oval (1), rectangular with narrowing

around the knees of the skeleton (2 ), extention of the buria l pit t o one side in the
upper part (3), not found out (4) .

5. Arrangement of burial : stones put round mostly irr egular ly (1 ), stones put round
and remains of covering of the skeleton by a wooden board (2), stones around and
remnants of the wooden cover and the stone (3) , not found (4), without arrange­
ment (0).

6. Position of the skeleton:
- on the back, hands along the body , legs stretched out (1);
- on the back, hands along the body, knees bent less than ·45 degrees (2) ;
- on the back, one hand under the pelvis , the other in the pelvis , knees bent (angle
over 45 degrees), knees propped against the wall of the bu rial pit (3);

on the back, one hand along the body, the other in the pelvis, legs stretched (4) ;
- on the back, one hand along the body, the other under the pe lvis, legs stretched (5) ;
- on the back, one hand in the pelvis, the other under the pelvis, legs stretched (6);
- due to disturbance of the grave the body position cannot be determined (7) .

7. Sex of the skeleton according to anthropological determination by H. Hanak ova:
woman (1), man (2 ), child (3), not determined (4 ). .

8. In the grave were grave goods : yes, further see Table 2 (1), no (0) .
9. The number of the grave wh ich disturbs the investigated grave , otherwise (0).

10. Number of the .figure.

Table 1

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
1 0,60 2 1 1 1 2 0 0 1:1
2/A 0,82 2 1 1 2 3 0 0 1: 2
2/B 0,55 1 4 4 7 3 0 2/A 1 :2
2/C 0,50 1 4 4 7 3 0 0 1: 2
2/D 1,02 2 1 0 5 2 1 a 1:3
2/E 1,28 2 1 a 6 2 a a 1:4
3/A 0,30 1 4 4 7 3 0 3/B
3/B 0,98 2 1 1 7 2 ° a 1:5
4/A 0,95 2 4 1 7 1 1 a
4/B 0,50 1 4 4 7 3 1 0
5 0,95 2 4 4 7 3 a 0 1:6
6 0,45 1 4 4 7 3 0 a 1:7
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Table 2 [continued )
7 1,07 2 1 3 1 1 0 0 1: 8
8/A 0,25 1 4 4 1 3 0 0 1: 9
8/B 0,21 1 4 4 1 3 0 0 1:10
8/C · 0,59 2 2 ° 3 1 1 0 1:11
9 0,78 2 1 0 5 1 1 0 1:12
10 0,89 2 4 4 7 ·4 0 0 2:1
11 0,53 2 1 0 1 1 1 0 2:2
12 0,57 2 1 2 1 2 0 0 2:3
13 0,72 2 1 0 1 1 1 0 2:4
14 0,66 2 1 0 6 1 1 ° 2:5
15 0,53 2 1 ° 1 3 1 0 2:6
16 0,66 2 1 ° 1 2 ° 0 2:7
17 0,70 2 3 1 1 3 1 0 2:8
18 1,00 2 1 ° 4 1 1 0 2:9

Equ ipment with grave goods is presented in Tab le 2.
This tab le contains the data :

1. Number of the grave.
2. Degree of the cover of the find complex, covered find (1 ), broken find (0 ).
3. Vessel : yes (1), no [0) .
4. Knife : yes [1), no (0) .
5. Temple-r ing [so called "SchHifenring"): yes (number of pieces ), no (0 ).
6. Egg shells: yes (1), no (0) .
7. Ring : yes [1), no (0).
8. Coin as a pendant : yes (1), no (0) .
9. Coin as a obolus of the corpse : yes (the time of mint), no (0).
A greater number of bones, at least from five persons (see anthropologica l analysis ),

was obtained in the excavation of Grave 2/A - 2iE . Temple-ri ngs found there cannot
be unambiguously linked with any of the bodeis. But with tht regard of their being
in the same place, they are considered to be the equipment of t he grave designated
as Grave 2 in Table 2.

Table 2
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
2/D 0 1 1 0 0 ° 0 0
2 0 0 0 6 0 0 0 0
4/A 0 ° 0 1 ° 0 0 0
4/B 0 0 1 0 0 0 ° 0
BIC 1 ° 0 0 0 0 1 0
!!:l 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1092-1100
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
11 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0
13 1 0 0 2 1 0 0 1092-1100
14 1 ° 0 1 0 0 0 0
15 1 a a 1 a a 0 0
17 1 a 0 10 0 0 a a
18 1 0 0 16 0 1 0 a

From the gifts are in Tab le 3 described greater de ta il th e temple-rings. This table
conta ins the fo llo wing data :

1. Number of the grave.
2. Inventory number of the District Museum (Okr esnf vlast ivsdne muzeum) in Lito -

m~ric e.
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Fig. II
1 -'- Grave 10; 2 - Grave 11; 3 - Grave 12; 4 - Grave 13; 5 - Grave 14; 6 - Grave 15;
7 - Grave 16; 8 - Grave 17; 9 - Grave 18. Grave goods : A - vessel, B - knife, C ­
temple-ring, D - coin, E - remains of a wooden board, F - egg shells, G - ring.
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HANA HANAKOvA - FRANTISEK GABRIEL - LUBOS VYHNANEK

SLOVANSKE POHREBISTE v LITOMERICtCH

V roce 1979 provedl Archeologtcky odbor Krajskeho muzea v Teplicich ve spolupracl
s Okresnim vlastivednym muzeem v Litomeftcich zachranny archeologicky vyzkum
slovanskeho pohf'eblste na sevarozapadnim okraji mestske zastavby Litomertc, podel
Plesivecke ulice. Ziskany archeologlcky material byl po odbornem zpracovani predan
Okresntmu vlastivednemu muzeu v Lttomericrch, kde je deponovan pod tnventarnlmt
cisly 506-556. Kostrove pozustatky z tohoto vyzkumu [sou ulozeny v antropologtckem
oddelent Narodntho muzea pod inv. c. 9230-9255.

Tato prace rna jako obvykle uvodni cast archeologickou, nasleduje domograncky
a metrtcko-morfologtcky rozbor koster z pohrebtste a konecne treU cast pojednava
o zdravotnim stavu zkoumane populace.

Na severozapadnlm okraji mestske zastavby Lttomartc, podel Plesivecke ulice byl
provadsn v roce 1979 archenloglcky zachranny vyzkum. Vyzkumem bylo odkryto celkem
26 hrobu, ktere jsou pouze casU pohi'ebiste vetsiho rozsahu. Nektere hroby byly po.
ruseny amaterskym zasahern anebo byly ubagrovany, [ine byly poruseny mladslmi hroby.
Pro datovani pohrebtste je dulezita vybava hrobu, podle niz muzeme rozjtslt hroby
s nozern [pfipadne s nozem a nadobou}, hroby se zausnicemt a tretl skupinu tvorI hroby
s minct. Hroby prvnt skupiny (2 D, 2 E a 4 B) datujeme do druhe tfetiriy 10. stolen.
Presnejsf datovani 8 hrobu se zausnicemt je problematicke: nejstarsi mohly byt ulozeny
do zeme pted rokem 1000, nektere hroby (2, 11, 17) s vetstmt zausnicemt jsou datovany
do prvnl poloviny 11. stolen, datovani strrbrne zausruce z hrobu 15 a zausnice z hrobu
14 sparta spise do druhe poloviny 11. stoletL Hroby 13 a 9 byly vybaveny rntnct Brett­
slava II, mince BorIvoje II z hrobu 8 C je treba posuzovat jako nalez sperku. Vyplyva
to jak z umistent mince v hrobe, tak i z toho, ze denar byl na dvou mistech provrtan
pro zaveseni. Ulozeni zesnuleho do hrobu bylo rnozne nejdrIve v roce 1100, ale s ohledem
na interpretaci nalezu je treba pocitat spiSe s vetstm casovym odstupem. Ostatni hroby
jsou bez milodaru, ale muzeme predpokladat, ze hroby byly ukladany podle urcite za ­
sady: nejstarsi hroby jsou ve vychodnl casti zkoumaneho pohfebiste, mladsi v rade na
zapadntm okraji. Zacatek zkoumane castt pohrebtste je tedy datovan do 10. stolen, [eho
akeramtcka faze je ukoncena nekdy ve 12. stolen.
Prevazna vetsina nsbozttku byla ulozena na zadech s rukama podel tela a natazenyma
nohama. Vyjimku cini hroby 2 A, 7 a 8 C. Hrob 7 je zavalen mohutnym kamenem a je
situovan na okraji pohrebtste Podle Z. Krumphanzlove lze tuto vyjtmecnost vykladat
jako jisty doklad vampyrismu. V teto souvislosti je zajimave antropologtcke zjisteni,
ze lebka z tohoto hrobu rna rysy mongolnidnfho typu. Druha anomalie v pohfebnlm ritu
je skrcena poloha neboztfka, V hrobe 2 A lze tezko rozhodnout, zda se [edna 0 zamer
ci 0 nahodu. Pokrceni kostry v hrobe 8 C vsak bylo zamerne. Svedci 0 tom hrobova
[ama zuzujlcl se na vychodnt strane i [eji delka, ktera by v pflpade natazenych nohou
nepostacovala.
[ak vyplyva ze zjiStene situace, nalez: zkoumana cast pohrebiste v Plesivecke ulici
k beznym venkovskym pohf'ebistfm. Za soucasnsho stavu poznan! slovanskeho ostdleni
na dnesnim katastru Litomeric nemuzeme uspokojive zjistit, ke kteremu sidlisti nale­
zelo.

V 18 hrobech ze 26 odkrytych byly nalezeny kostrove poziistatky, celkem vsak to byly
pozustatky 36 osob. Z toho by10 17 (47,2 %) nedospelych a 19 (52,8 %) dospelYch. Z ne­
dospe1ych bylo 12 deU veku infans I (33,3 % ), pouze 3 (8,3 %) starsich detl infans II
a 2 (5,6 %) nalezi juvenilnfm jedinciim. Z dospelych bylo 6 (16,6 %) urceno jako
muzske kostry a 9 (25,0 %) zenske, u 4 (11,1 %) dospelych koster nebylo mozno pro
fragmentarnost materia1u ureit pohlavi zemreleho. Zeny umiraly v casnejsfm veku,
u mUlu jde spiSe 0 pflslusniky starsich deceniL U nedospelych jedincu je nejvice pri­
padu ve stMi do tfi a osmi let. Tato demograficka data maji jen informativni vyznam,
protoze hodnotime jen vzorek populace (z celeho pohrebiSte byla prokopana jen mala
cast).
Pro metricky rozbor byly k dispozici jen 3 muzske a 7 zenskych lebek; mfry jsou uve­
deny v pripojenych tabulkach. Prevahu maji jasne hyperdolichokranni a dolichokranni
lebky, jen dye zenske lebky jsou mesokrannL Obliceje jsou vyrazne iizke, hyperlepto.
prosopnf a mesenni az IeptennL U muzu i zen prevlada vysoki1 postava.
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Z anatomickych variet jsme na zkoumanern rna teria le zaznamenali v jedn om pl'fpade
slabe vytvofeny torus mandibularis (hr . c. 16), torus palati nus u lebky C. 8 C a vy­
tvofe n i dvou vsutych kustek v larnbdovern svu u lebky C. 14.

Typologicky hodnotitelne byly 3 muzske a 6 zenskych lebek. U muzii ve vsech prfpa­
dech 510 0 dolichomorfy a u dvou lebek bylo mozno hodnotit i ob licej, ktery predsta­
voval leptomortnt tvar. U zen prevladajt zretelne leptodolichomorfni typy, jednou se vy ­
skytl eurydolichomorf a jednou eur ymesomor f. Zvlastni postaveni rna v tete male sern
lebka zany z hrobu c. 7 se slrokym oblicejem a vysedlyrni Ilcnlmi kostmi, coz js ou
rysy mongoloidniho typu.

Z vrozenych kostnich odchylek uvadfme ponticulus atlant is posterior, ktery byl zjisten
pouze jednou, a to v hilateralnt forme na skeletu zeny z hr . C. 13 (zena, ad., 30-40 let) .
Jde 0 memtestact okcipttalnlho obratle, je jfz soucasny vyskyt s dalsi intrinzickou kost­
nt odchylkou na tomtez skeletu - spondylolyzou - povazujeme za nejspise nahodncu
koincidencr. Bederni pater by lo mozno hodnotit u skeletu 5 dospslych muzu a 5 ~en,

a le by ly tu zjgteny 2 pf'Ipady bi la teralnt Interartikularnt spondylolyzy (hr. c.13, zena,
ad ., 30-40 r ., L 5; hr. C. 18, zena, ad ., 20-30 r. , L 4).

Z dalsich vrozenych odchylek povazu jeme za vhodne zmtntt btlateralnt krcn! zebro
u skeletu z hr. c. 14 (zena, mat., 50-60 r. ), kostni odchylku, ktera sarna 0 sobs neni
zvlastnostt, avsak ve slovanskem kosterntm materialu byla [en malokdy nalezena t ak
dobre zachovana a tak vyrazne vyvtnuta, jako je tomu u uvedeneho skeletu. Sem patri
take spina bifida 6. krcnfho obratle skeletu z hr. C. 3 B (muz, mat. , 50-60 r.} ,

Mezl zlskanyml kostnimi zmanami zaujaly predevstrn projevy degeneratlvneproduktlv­
n ich artropatii a spondylopatii. Tyto procesy byly vesmes diagnosttkovany na skeletech
jedtn cu vysstho Indlvidualnfho veku (napr. z hr. C. 3 B, muz, 50-60 r ., nebo z hr. ~ . 12,
muz, 50-60 r.).

Z dalSich ziskanych zmen je venovana pozornost stavu po kornpreslvnl ztomen tne
hyperf'lekcnfho typ u, dtagnosttkovane na 2. bedernim obratli skeletu z hr. C. 2 D (muz.
dospely ),
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EXPLANATION OF TABLES

TABLE I

1 - Grave 3B, man (50-60 years) ; 2 - Grave 13 , woman (30-40 years); 3 - Grave
16, man (40-50 years) .

TABLE II

1 - Grave 5, child (5 years) ; 2 - Grave 14, woman (50-60 years) ; 3 Grave 18, woman
(20-30 years) .

TABLE III

1 : Grave 3b (man, mature, 50-60 years). "S'P'inabifida" of C 6. View from above (a)
and from below (b). A marked degenerative-productive spondyloarthropathy. - 2: Gra­
ve 13 (woman, adult, 30-40 years). Bilateral interarticular spondylolysis of L 5. View
from above (a) and from below (b) . Typ e with small delimitating facets . - 3: Grave 18
(wo man, ad ult , 20- 30 years) . Bilat eral inter arti cul ar spondylolysis of L 4. View from
above (a) and from below [b). Type with ir regular delimitating facets with many pro­
minences ; anomal ous pr otub er an ce on the edge of one of them (b, arrows) .

TABLE IV

1 : The direction of the influence of the force in hyperflexional fracture in loose flexion
of th e spine (a ), with the development of characteristic step-shaped deformation under
th e upper edge of the ver tebral body (b) , with thickening under the deepened upper
fa cies terrnin a lis wit h simultaneous influence of the vertical force [c); wedge-shaped
disfigura tion of the vertebral bo dy with deformed upper facies terminalis as the re­
sulting state (d). Concave dee peni ng of one or both facies terminales (e, f ) resulting
from the only vertical for ce influence at limited flexion. The step-shaped deformation
dev elops above the lowe r edge of the body (e, arrow). - 2: Grave 2d (an adult man).
The condition after the h yper fle xional fracture of the body of L 2, with secondary
osteophytosis (a) . Trans ve rs ally grooved defor matton of the uppe r facies terminaHs
(b, arrow) .
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