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On July 25", 2014, the noted palaeontologist Rudolf J.
Prokop celebrated his 80" birthday in the company of his
colleagues. He started his scientific career in 1960 as
a geologist for the Central Geological Survey in Prague,
where he worked until 1969. That year, he transferred to the
National Museum, Prague as a paleontologist and curator of
the Early Palaeozoic collection. He focused his scientific
interest on echinoderms, particularly crinoids, although he
did not neglect other echinoderms, such as eocrinoids,
carpoids, ophiuroids, asterozoids and holothurians. He
also studied other invertebrates, like trilobites and
polyplacophorans, and worked on biostratigraphy and
palacoecology. He spent a great deal of time making
palacontology accessible to the public, via scenography in
exhibitions, popular-scientific publications and books. His
retirement in 1996 was essentially a formality, since he
continued his work with little change. Vaclav Petr wrote
Dr. Prokop’s biography on the occasion of his previous
birthdays (1994a, 1994b, 1999, 2004, 2004). His complete
biography is also listed in cited publications up to 2004. For
the occasion of his 80" birthday, that is supplemented by the
material given here, i.e., additional publications from the
latter part of 2004, and all of 2005-2014.

Despite his advanced age and declining health,
Dr. Prokop continues to work, both in hard science and as
a popularizer, in close personal cooperation with the
Department of Palaeontology of the National Museum. He
assists with taxonomic determination and proper safe storage
of echinoderm collection material in the new depositories of
the National Museum in Prague-Horni Pocernice, assists with
evaluating material from preservative field work in
Konéprusy limestone conducted jointly by the National
Museum and the Certovy Schody (Devil's Stairs) Quarry. The
results of this research are a fundamental expansion of
our understanding of echinoderm diversity in the Lower
Devonian Konéprusy area. In the last ten years he has
published 16 scientific papers on Devonian crinoids and two
on other groups of echinoderms of the Barrandien area.
Besides several new taxa at the genus and species level,
he described an entire family of camerate crinoids,
Aishacrinidae. He also belongs among regular contributors
to the Bulletin of the Czech Geological Society, and has
privately published accounts of his travels to foreign
countries. And so in the years still to come, we wish
Dr. Prokop continued health, and continued enthusiasm for
his scientific endeavors, that he may continue to enrich our
fund of knowledge regarding echinoderms of the Late
Palacozoic of Bohemia, as well as participating in social
gatherings with his colleagues in the Department of Palacon-
tology of the National Museum, and the palaeontological
community at large.

Rudolf Jan Prokop osmdesatnikem

25. Cervence 2014 oslavil ve spole¢nosti svych kolegl
80. narozeniny vyznamny ¢esky paleontolog RNDr. Rudolf
J. Prokop, CSc. Svou védeckou kariéru zacal v roce 1960
jako geolog v Ustiednim tstavu geologickém v Praze, kde
pusobil do roku 1969. V témze roce nastoupil na misto
paleontologa a kuratora sbirek starsiho paleozoika v Narod-
nim muzeu v Praze. Svou védeckou ¢innost pak zaméfil na
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ostnokozce, a to zejména na lilijice, i kdyz se intenzivné
zajimal 1 o dalsi skupiny ostnokozcl (napf. eokrinoidy,
karpoidy, hadice, hvézdice, sumyse). Studoval vSak i nékteré
jiné bezobratlé, napf. trilobity a chroustnatky, vénoval se
otazkam biostratigrafickym a paleoekologickym. Mnoho
¢asu vénoval také popularizaci paleontologie prostiednictvim
scénaid vystav i popularné-védeckych publikaci, a to nejen
¢lankd, ale i knih. Jeho odchod do dichodu v roce 1996 byl
viceméné formalni, nebot’ svou pracovni aktivitu nikterak
neomezil. Jeho Zivotopis k pfedchozim zivotnim jubileim
podrobné zpracoval Vaclav Petr (1994a, 1994b, 1999, 2004).
V citovanych publikacich je také uvedena kompletni
bibliografie R. J. Prokopa do r. 2004. Pii ptilezitosti
dovrsenych osmdesati let je zde pfipojen dodatek publikaci
vyslych v letech 2004-2014.

Ptes pokrocily vek i zhorSeny zdravotni stav je R. J.
Prokop stale védecky i populariza¢né velmi aktivni, v izkém
veédeckém i1 osobnim kontaktu s paleontologickym oddélenim
Narodniho muzea. Podili se na taxonomické determinaci
a definitivnim ukladani sbirkovych fondi ostnokozci
v novych depozitatich Prirodovédeckého muzea v Praze-
Hornich Pocernicich, spolupracuje na vyhodnocovani
materialu ze zachrannych vyzkumt konépruskych vapenci
realizovanych v ramci smlouvy mezi Narodnim muzeem
a Velkolomem Certovy schody. Vysledkem tohoto vyzkumu
je zcela zasadni rozsifeni obrazu o diverzité spolecenstev
ostnokozc zijicich na spodnodevonském konépruském ttesu
a jeho periferii. V poslednich deseti letech publikoval
Sestnact védeckych ¢lankd, vesmes zamétenych na devonské
ostnokozce barrandienu. Kromé nékolika novych taxond na
urovni rodu a druhu popsal také novou Celed’ kameratnich
krinoidG  Aishacrinidae. Patfi také k pravidelnym
piispévovatelim do Zpravodaje Ceské geologické spole-
nosti, soukromym tiskem mu vysly i kratké ptibehy z jeho
zahrani¢nich cest. A tak i do dalSich let pfejeme R. J.
Prokopovi dostatecné pevné zdravi a neutuchajici pracovni
elan, aby mohl nejen nadale prispivat k rozsifovani znalosti
o ostnokokozcich ¢eského starSiho paleozoika, ale pIn¢ se
ucastnit se spolecenského déni s kolegy z paleontologic-
kého oddé¢leni Narodniho muzea i celé paleontologické obce.
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