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The Dhofar shrew, Crocidura dhofarensis Hutterer et Harrison, 1988, was described on 
the basis of one specimen, collected in 1977 at Khadrafi , Dhofar, Oman. It was primarily 
identifi ed as C. somalica Thomas, 1895 (Harrison 1980), an African species, which 
occurs in the Sahel belt from Mali to Somalia (Hutterer 2005). Hutterer & Jenkins (1983) 
in their review of C. somalica group suggested a possible different taxonomic position 
for the Omani population of C. somalica (sensu Harrison 1980), being distinct from the 
African representatives in several skull characters.
 Based on the respective Omani specimen, Hutterer & Harrison (1988) fi nally described 
a new subspecies, C. somalica dhofarensis. They found it to be differing in colour of the 
ventral pelage (dark brown instead of clearly grey in C. s. somalica), brownish dorsal 
surface of hands and feet (instead of white), unicoloured tail (instead of bicoloured), 
and distinctly narrower facial part of the skull. Later, Hutterer et al. (1991) considered 
these differences rather suffi cient for raising the Dhofar shrew to species rank, as C. 
dhofarensis. This conclusion Hutterer (2005) confi rmed again.
 During a fi eld trip to eastern Yemen in 2005, we collected four individuals of Crocidura 
dhofarensis, which represent the fi rst record of this species in Yemen and also its second 
to fi fth known specimens. The species number of soricid fauna of Yemen increased to fi ve 
(Al-Jumaily 1998).
 All individuals were caught near the small town of Hawf (Al Mahra Prov.), which 
lies in the easternmost corner Yemeni continuing the Dhofar region of Oman, close to 
Yemeni-Omani state border. 
 Dhofar is a region of high humidity typifi ed by relatively steep slopes rising from the 
sea level to an altitude of ca. 1200 m, covered by a mosaic of primary monsoon forest 
scattered with pastures, small villages and terraces with fi elds and orchards. This restricted 
woodland area acts as a green island bordered by the sea in the south-east and by rocky 
desert of the above situated plateau affected by the rain shadow in the north-west. Most of 
this unique region lays in Oman; only a minor part covering several kilometres along the 
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sea coast reaches into Yemen. This biogeographical region, which was studied from fl oral 
and faunal points of view mainly in its Omani portion, shows a high degree of endemism 
as well as affi nity to the Afrotropical biogeographical region (e.g. Gallagher & Rogers 
1980, Schätti & Gasperetti 1994).
 The shrews were collected on two sites situated on the slope, roughly 40 km to the 
south-west from Khadrafi , the type locality of C. dhofarensis (and also of C. arabica 
Hutterer et Harrison, 1988). Two adult males (NMP 90701, 90702) were collected on 12 
and 13 October 2005 in the upper part of the slope above Hawf, at 735 m a. s. l. (16° 40’ N, 
53° 05’ E), close to the border check-point, while another two males (adult and subadult, 
NMP 90703, 90704) were collected on 15 October 2005 at a rather lower altitude of ca. 
410 m (16° 39’ N, 53° 03’ E), ca. 2 km NE of the town. Both collection sites are intensive 
pastures covered by short grass and sparse shrubs and trees. The shrews are deposited in 
the collection of the National Museum, Prague (NMP), as alcohol specimens with skulls 
extracted.
 The external and skull dimensions of the specimens are shown in the Table 1. 
Colouration of all specimens is almost identical. Dorsal pelage is dark greyish-brown, 
ventral pelage is distinctly paler and more greyish, but generally of a similar tinge as the 
dorsal pelage. Dorsal surfaces of hands are pale brown to beige, dorsal surfaces of feet 
are only slightly darker. The tail is unicoloured, although the proximal part of its ventral 
side is slightly paler.
 The identifi cation of the shrews as C. dhofarensis is undoubted, based on their coloration 
and dimensions (Table 1). According to the external and skull measurements, the possible 
confusion is only with C. suaveolens, which differ again in molariform tooth-characters 
(the shapes of P4 and M3, comp. Fig. 1). Moreover, the latter species was never recorded 
in southern Arabia except for high elevations of the Hijaz range (Harrison & Bates 1991), 
a biogeographical region distant and differend from Dhofar (see Delany 1989).

Fig. 1. Right upper molariform teeth of Crocidura dhofarensis from Yemen (NMP 90704). Scale bar = 
0.5 mm.
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 Three of the Yemeni specimens are slightly smaller in their skull dimensions than the 
type specimen (Hutterer & Harrison 1988), but these differences probably only depict 
an intraspecifi c variation (Table 1). However, a dimensional overlap with other Arabian 
Crocidura species is present and the teeth characters remain the most important ones for 
real species identifi cation (contra Harrison & Bates 1991).
 Our data rather support the separate species status of C. dhofarensis suggested by 
Hutterer et al. (1991) and Hutterer (2005), as the Yemeni specimens are very similar in 
coloration and skull shape to the type specimen (see above and Table 1) and signifi cantly 
differ from C. somalica (see Hutterer & Harrison 1988). However, as the ranges of these 
forms are allopatric (see e.g. Hutterer & Jenkins 1983), a value of their real distinctness 
can be shown by genetic comparison only.
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