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THE ORIGIN AND DEVELOPMENT OF CZECH
ETHNOLOGY

Josef Wolf

The hundred years which have elapsed since the foundation of the
ethnographic journal “Cesky lid” (,,The Czech People”) and sixty
years which have passed since the foundation of the ethnologic seminar at
the Charles University in Prague became the impulse for a reflection
on the historical evolution of a branch of science which was not, it is
true, coming into existence in our country until less than a century ago but
whose significance was in the course of the 20th century quickly growing
until it in the end became an integral part of historical and linguistis
education and at present of general and national education, too.

The acquaintance with the ways of life and with the cultures of diff-
erent peoples of the world is today not only a part of the every-day
allotment of information from the world but also a sort of an impera-
tive of mankind which has entered the period of peak decision-
making about the future picture of the world and further existence of
human society on the Earth.

The term ethnology* was used in Tylor’s founding times for the
designation of almost all anthropological studies, including; the physical
antropology and prehistory. The British anthropologists (Malinowski
and others) have, however, soon concentrated their studies non-
Europe and nature peoples and societies and their cultures. It was only
after the First World War, when new historical circurmstances of the
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