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Seventy years of Dr. Jan JeZek

RNDr. Jan Jezek, CSc. celebrates seventy years of age in 2015. His whole professional
career was tied to the Department of Entomology at the National Museum in Prague, where
he worked as a researcher and curator of the Diptera collection during 1967-2011. He is
known specialist on the Diptera families Tabanidae and Psychodidae.

Jan Jezek was born on 3% February 1945 in the city of Nymburk, where he attended primary
school and secondary school of general education completed by final exam (“maturita” in
Czech) in 1962. From 1962 till 1967 he was a student of Systematic Zoology at the Faculty of
Science at Charles University in Prague. His Master thesis was focused on larval morphology
of selected species of Czechoslovak Tabanidae under the supervision of Milan Chvala. He
started to work at the Department of Entomology on 1 November 1967 as a postgraduate
researcher and simultaneously did post-gradual candidate studies (equivalent to PhD study)
under the supervision of J. Doskocil at the Faculty of Science at Charles University in Prague.
He defended his dissertation entitled “Taxonomy of the tribe Mormiini End., Paramormiini
End. and Psychodini End. (Diptera, Psychodidae) from Czechoslovakia” and obtained a CSc.

Fig. 1. Jan Jezek in his
famous tropical pith
helmet collecting ecto-
parasitic insects during
one of the Iranian ento-
mological expeditions
in 1970s.
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Figs 2-4. 2 — Jan JeZek presenting his interesting results at the 19" Czech and Slovak Dipterist Seminar in Dubova
pri Modre (Slovakia) in 2007. Photograph E. Stloukal; 3 — Jan Jezek working on Tabanidae collection in his former
office in Kunratice castle, year 2011. Photograph M. Tko¢; 4 — Participants of the the very first (1969) and jubilee 20™
(2009) Czech and Slovak Dipterist Seminar held in Cikh4j, Czech Republic. From left: Vaclav Skuhravy, Marcela
Skuhrava, Frantisek Gregor, Jaroslav Stary, Jan Jezek and Rudolf Rozkosny.
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(candidate of biological sciences) title in 1982. In 1979—-1992 Jan Jezek served as the head
of the Department of Entomology. He worked as a researcher and curator of the Diptera
collection until his retirement in 2011.

Jan JezZek is scientifically interested mainly in taxonomy of non—biting moth flies (Diptera:
Psychodidae), larval morphology of Tabanidae, and taxonomy, faunistics and distribution of
adult Tabanidae. Jan is known to be a very passionate field worker and he spent a significant
amount of his working time by collecting flies in the field. He attended two collecting expedi-
tions to Iran (1973, 1977) and many other collecting field trips. He visited Caucasus, Greece,
Bulgaria, Slovenia, Poland, France, Italy, Germany and other mainly European countries. Jan
undertook countless field trips to many Slovak and Czech localities, mainly during research
of the dipterous fauna of various natural protected areas.

Jan Jezek was one of the most faithful participants of the Czech and Slovak Dipterist
Seminars; he attended the very first seminar held in Nitra (Slovakia) in 1969 and all further
seminars except two until his last participation in Cikhaj (Czech Republic) in 2009 (Fig. 4,
20" Seminar of Czech and Slovak Dipterists). His participations were always accompanied
by oral presentation about his current research and Jan often published the presented results
in the proceedings of these seminars entitled Dipterologica bohemoslovaca.

Jan Jezek is very actively cooperating with the current staff of the Department of Entomo-
logy and regularly appears at our department, except for the summer months when Jan with
his wife Véra enjoy their cottage in the foothills of Orlické hory Mts.

Dear Jan, me and all my colleagues want to wish you many active years, good health and
abiding interest in entomology!

Michal Tko¢
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