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I EDITORIAL

OTISKY CESKE MINULOSTI NA UKRAJINE

Motivovani politickymi, nibozenskymi ¢ ekonomickymi pohnutkami odchézeli v minulosti narodnostni Cesi piimou i nep¥imou
cestou v ramci riznych vin emigrace také na vychod do oblasti, které v soucasnosti patii k Ukrajing.

Emigraci evangeliki z ¢eskych zemi do tohoto teritoria zpUsobily porazky protihabsburskych povstani béhem raného
novoveku. Nejvetsi a pomérné dlouhd vina emigrace zacala po prvnim déleni Polska v roce 1772, pozdéji eskalovala i diky
zru$eni nevolnictvi a moznosti ziskani velmi levné ptidy v tehdejsim carském Rusku. V posledni tieting 19. stoleti se tak rychle
vytvofila vice nez tiicetitisicova komunita emigranti, etnickych Cechii, v oblasti Volyné. Odchod o néco mensiho poétu Cechii na
Podkarpatskou Rus v mezivale¢ném obdobi oproti tomu zptisobilo piedevsim pii¢lenéni tohoto izemi k Ceskoslovensku a z toho
plynouci potieba spravy oblasti. Dalsi z moznych piiklad emigrantd 1ze nalézt v ¢eskych obcich lezicich v kyjevské gubernii.
Muzi a Zeny zijici v oblastech patficich k soucasné Ukrajin€ pak tvorili vyznamnou ¢ast legionaiti i ¢lend ceskoslovenskych
armadnich tvarti na vychodni fronté ve druhé svétové valce.

Ackoliv nové prostiedi ¢ast krajant urcitym zptsobem vice ¢i méné ménilo a zpravidla minimalné alespon transformovalo
jejich formalni narodnostni a nadbozenskou identitu, povétSinou si uchovavali cesky charakter a zachovavali styky v ramci
své Ceské komunity v regionu i spojeni s pivodni vlasti. Pfestoze néktefi dosahli v mistech svého plisobeni i vyznamného
ekonomického a spole¢enského postaveni, velka ¢ast z nich se po kratsi ¢i delsi dob¢ pfi riznych vinach reemigrace do oblasti
historickych ceskych zemi vratila.

Ptisobeni skupin Cechti i vyznamnych jednotlivet v oblastech sou¢asné Ukrajiny jiz bylo v nejriizngjsich podobach
zpracovano, presto stale zbyva fada potencialnich oblasti vyzkumu a z nich vyplyvajicich vyzkumnych otazek nezodpovézenych.
Piikladem v tomto sméru je studie mapujici nepfiliS§ znamé spletité osudy vyznamného jednotlivce a zachrance mnoha
lidskych zivotl — evangelického duchovniho Jana Jelinka, ktery ptisobil na Volyni. Do tohoto ¢isla zabyvajiciho se otisky
eské minulosti na Ukrajiné byly téZ zafazeny piispévky ukrajinskych autort v anglickém jazyce. Clanek Ludmily Pavlenko
vytvéaii prehled vyzkumil a vyzkumnikil, ktefi se ve 20. letech 20. stoleti vénovali problematice Cechtl na Ukrajing. Kolektiv
autorti z zitomirského institutu pak pojednava predevsim o podminkéch pro spolkovou ¢innost riznych narodnostnich skupin
na sklonku existence carského Ruska.

V textech do tohoto Cisla ¢asopisu se kromé minulosti odrazi i soucasnost. Dosud jen mald pozornost byla v odbornych
publikacich a studiich vénovana otazce, jaké otisky za sebou piisobeni Cechii na Ukrajiné zanechalo. Mimo téch dusevnich, tj.
napiiklad odkazu ve vetfejném prostoru, autory prispévku zajimaly i otisky fyzické. Ty jsou spojené napiiklad s otazkou, jak se
udrzuje pamét’ na tyto krajany v muzeich v Ceské republice i na soudasné Ukrajing, ktera se objevuje ve zpravé o vystavnich
projektech Narodniho muzea &i v piispévku o sokolskych jednotich Cechii z Volyné. Piispévek Dagmar Martinkové se zamétuje
na téma, jak se vryla ptisobnost Cechii v oblastech sou¢asné Ukrajiny do tamnich pamétek — hrobi, pamatnikii nebo pamétnich
desek.
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IMPRINTS OF THE CZECH PAST IN THE UKRAINE

Driven by political, religious and economic motives, ethnically Czech people emigrated in successive waves also to the East,
whether directly or indirectly, to areas that are nowadays part of the Ukraine.

The emigration of Evangelicals from the Czech lands to the above territories was caused by the defeat of the anti-Habsburg
rebellions in the early modern era. The greatest, and a relatively lengthy, wave of emigration started after the first partition of
Poland in 1772, and gathered further momentum thanks to the abolition of serfdom and the possibility of purchasing very cheap
land in the Czarist Russia of the time. Over the last third of the nineteenth century, a community of well over thirty thousand
ethnically Czech migrants thereby rapidly formed in the region of Volhynia. In contrast, the departure of a somewhat smaller
number of Czechs to the sub-Carpathian Rus in the inter-war period was primarily caused by the incorporation of this territory
into Czechoslovakia, with the attendant necessity for the administration of the region. Further instances of emigration may
be found in Czech municipalities within the governorate of Kiev. Men and women living in areas that belong to present-day
Ukraine came to constitute a significant part of the membership of the Legions as well as Czechoslovak army units on the
Eastern front in World War II.

Whilst the new environment did more or less change some of the Czechs in certain ways, at the very least generally
transforming their formal nationality and religious identity, for the most part they retained their Czech character, and maintained
contacts within their own Czech community in the region, as well as connections with their original motherland. Although some
also attained considerable economic success and social status there, the majority returned to the historical Czech lands sooner
or later, through various waves of re-emigration.

The activities of groups of Czechs and of distinguished individuals in the regions of present day Ukraine have already been
studied in all manner of ways; yet there are still several potential areas for research, with hitherto unanswered questions arising
from them. A case in point is a study that maps out the little-known intricate vicissitudes of a distinguished personage, and one
who saved numerous human lives — namely, the Evangelical clergyman Jan Jelinek, who was active in Volhynia. In the present
issue, devoted to the marks of a Czech past in the Ukraine, we have also included contributions by Ukrainian writers in English.
The article by Ludmila Pavlenko gives an overview of research and researchers devoted in the 1920s to the topic of Czechs in
the Ukraine. Further, a group of writers from the Zhytomyr Institute primarily discuss the conditions under which the activities
of associations of different national groups operated in the twilight years of Czarist Russia.

The texts in the present issue of this magazine reflect the present as well as the past. Hitherto only little attention has been
given in scholarly publications and studies to the imprints left by the activities of Czechs in the Ukraine. In addition to imprints
of intangible character — such as, for instance, their legacy in the public sphere — the contributors have also taken an interest
in physical traces. These, in turn, are related (for instance) to the question concerning the preservation of the memory of those
Czechs in museums in the Czech Republic and in contemporary Ukraine — addressed in a report on exhibition projects at the
National Museum or in a contribution on the Czech Sokol units in Volhynia. The contribution by Dagmar Martinkova explores
how the activities of Czechs in parts of modern-day Ukraine have been inscribed on local monuments such as graves, memorials
and memorial plaques.
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