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Onthophagus stomachosus nom. nov. for Onthophagus
seminulum Balthasar, 1964 (nec Klug, 1855) from Somalia
(Coleoptera: Scarabaeidae)
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Abstract. Onthophagus stomachosus nom. nov. is introduced for Onthophagus seminulum
Balthasar, 1964, a junior primary homonym of Onthophagus seminulum Klug, 1855, currently
Caccobius seminulum (Klug).
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NOMENCLATURE

In 1964 Balthasar described the new dung beetle species Onthophagus seminulum (10"
group of d’Orbigny) based on one specimen from Mogadishu in Somalia. He overlooked
that this binomen had already been used by Klug in 1855 (p. 654) for a species from
Mozambique. Onthophagus seminulum Balthasar, 1964 is a junior primary homonym of
Onthophagus seminulum Klug, 1855 and has not junior synonyms (Krajéik 2006: 132).

Klug’s species was transferred to Caccobius Thomson, by Harold (1877: 100) where it
has remained since (Ferreira 1972: 486; Krajcik 2006: 20). The combination Onthophagus
seminulum Klug was last used by Péringuey (1901: 263).

Since the junior homonym Onthophagus seminulum Balthasar has been included in an
ongoing conservation assessment of the IUCN, it needs a valid name. The introduction of
a replacement name is unlikely to cause nomenclatural confusion since Balthasar’s name
has been used only infrequently (Ferreira 1972: 742; Kraj¢ik 2006: 132) and once with
the secondary incorrect spelling O. semilunum (Carpaneto & Piattella 1990). I propose
the following nomen novum:

Onthophagus stomachosus nom. nov.
syn. Onthophagus seminulum Balthasar, 1964: 298 (nec Klug, 1855)

ETymoLoGy: Stomachosus (Latin) = annoyed, grumpy, the mood that overcomes you
when you discover yet another homonymy.
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