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International Dormouse Conferences have had a long tradition, since Heiko MULLER-STIER
arranged a small workshop on dormice in the Bavarian Forest National Park in Germany
in 1990. After this meeting, International Dormouse Conferences were organised every three
years in Italy, Croatia, Turkey, Hungary, Poland, the United Kingdom, Germany, Denmark and
Belgium. Although only a few participants took part in the first conferences, the number has
exceeded one hundred in recent meetings. Many new young people interested in dormice come
to every conference, and these meetings offer a good perspective for the future.

The 10th International Dormouse Conference was held at the University of Liége, Belgium,
on 11-15 September 2017. Dr. Alice MouToN was the main convener of this event. Ninety-eight
participants from 17 countries attended. Forty-three oral presentations were given during the




conference, and a dozen contributions were presented during the poster session. As in previous
conferences, presentations covered a very wide range of topics, including ecology, physiolo-
gy, parasitology, behaviour, genetics and conservation. A round table discussion on conflicts
with edible and garden dormice in households was also organised. During the mid-conference
excursion, participants had an opportunity to visit hazel dormouse study sites monitored by
Goedele VERBEYLEN and Natuurpunt volunteers, to see hazel and garden dormouse habitats in
the Voeren region.

The International Dormouse Conferences have a tradition of not only producing abstract
books for the conference, but also publishing the proceedings in a scientific journal issued in
the host country. Such conference proceedings provide an opportunity for people interested in
dormice to find interesting and useful information on dormice concentrated in one publication.
Without these proceedings, some dormouse studies presented at these meetings would never
be shared internationally, only published in local journals or not at all.

At the 9th International Dormouse Conference, held in Denmark in 2014, it was agreed to
arrange two outputs from the conference. Some of the papers were published in a special issue of
the international journal Folia Zoologica which is referred to in the Clarivate Analytics Web of
Science database and has an impact factor. The remaining papers were published in Apodemus,
anewsletter of the Danish Mammal Society. The Scientific Committee of the 10th International
Dormouse Conference adopted a similar procedure. Some of the conference presentations were
published in Folia Zoologica, and the rest were accepted by Lynx, n.s., the journal of mamma-
logy issued by the National Museum, Prague, the Czech Republic.

Among the papers published in the present issue (in its part devoted to the 10th International
Dormouse Conference), those by German authors on different aspects of the ecology and con-
servation of the hazel dormouse predominate. This illustrates how much attention is now paid
in Germany to the conservation and monitoring of Muscardinus avellanarius, which is inclu-
ded in Annex 4 of the EU Habitats Directive. Summarised results of discussions and practical
recommendations on how to deal with conflicts between people and both edible and garden
dormice are presented in a special paper. The behavioural repertoire of the edible dormouse,
illustrated with drawings, is described in another paper of this issue.

On behalf of the Scientific Committee of the 10th International Dormouse Conference I thank
all contributors who submitted their manuscripts for their valuable contribution and also the
reviewers of those papers. Special thanks to Dr. Pat Morris who edited the English in all of
the accepted manuscripts.

Mezinarodni konference o pl$ich maji uz dlouhou tradici. Uz v roce 1990 Heiko MULLER-STIES uspoi adal
maly seminaf o plsich v Narodnim parku Bavorsky les v Némecku a po tomto setkani byly mezinarodni
konference potadany kazdé tfi roky, nejprve v Italii, pak v Charvatsku, Turecku, Madarsku, Polsku,
Spojeném kralovstvi, Némecku, Dansku a nakonec v Belgii. Pfestoze na prvnich konferencich se potkalo
pouze vzdy jen nékolik ucastnikti, na poslednich konferencich jiz jejich pocet piesahl stovku. Na kazdou
nabizi dobrou perspektivu.

Desata mezinarodni konference o plSich se konala 11.—15. zafi 2017 na LutySské universit¢ v Belgii
a jejim potadatelem byla Dr. Alice MouTton. Konference se celkem zGcastnilo 90 u€astnikl ze 17 zemi,
a v jejim prib&hu bylo piedneseno 43 ustnich prispévki a presentovano 12 posterl. Stejné jako na pie-
deslych konferencich se presentace tykaly velmi Sirokého spektra themat biologie plcht, véetné ekologie,
fysiologie, parasitologie, chovani, genetiky a ochrany. U kulatého stolu byla také uspoiadana diskuse
o konfliktech v domacnostech mezi lidmi a plchy velkymi a zahradnimi. Béhem konferencni exkurse méli



ucastnici moznost navstivit studijni lokality plsiki liskovych sledované Goedele VERBEYLEN a dobrovolniky
ze sdruzeni Natuurpunt, aby mohli vidét biotopy plsikt liskovych a plchi zahradnich v oblasti Furonu.

Tradici mezinarodnich konferenci o pl$ich je nejen vydavani sborniki abstraktii samotnych konferenci,
ale také publikace ptispévkl v odborném Casopise vychazejicim v hostitelské zemi. To poskytuje lidem,
ktefi maji zajem o plchy, moznost najit zajimavé a uzite¢né informace o téchto hlodavcich sousttedéné
v jednom svazku. Bez takovychto sbornikti konferenénich piispévkl by nékteré vysledky presentované na
téchto setkanich nebyly nikdy mezinarodné sdileny, byly by pouze zvefejiiovany v lokalnich ¢asopisech
anebo viibec ne.

Na 9. mezinarodni konferenci o plsich, ktera se konala v roce 2014 v Dansku, bylo poprvé dohodnuto
uspotadat dva publika¢ni vystupy z konference. Nékteré piispévky byly publikovany ve specialnim ¢isle
mezinarodniho ¢asopisu Folia Zoologica, ktery je zatazen do database Clarivate Analytics Web of Science
a jako takovy ma Cinitel dopadu (IF). Zbyvajici ptispévky byly publikovany v ¢asopise Apodemus vyda-
vany Danskou mammaliologickou spole¢nosti. Védecky vybor 10. mezinarodni konference o plsich zvolil
podobny postup; nékteré z konferencnich presentaci byly opét publikovany ve Folia Zoologica a zbytek
byl pfijat mammaliologickym casopisem Lynx, n. s., vydavanym Narodnim museem v Praze.

Mezi piispévky publikovanymi v tomto ro¢niku, v ¢asti vénované konferenci o plsich, prevazuji
publikace némeckych autori, jez se zabyvaji riznymi aspekty ekologie a ochrany plsika liskového. To
dokazuje, jak velka pozornost je nyni vénovana v Némecku ochrané a studiu tohoto druhu, ktery je uveden
v Ptiloze 4 Smérnice EU o biotopech. Shrnuté vysledky diskusi a prakticka doporuc¢eni vedouci k feseni
konflikt mezi lidmi a plchy velkymi ¢i zahradnimi jsou uvedeny v samostatném piispévku. Repertoir
chovani plcha velkého, doplnény kresbami, je popsan v dalsim piispévku publikovaném v tomto ro¢niku.

Jménem Védeckého vyboru 10. mezinarodni konference o plSich dékuji vSem pfispévatelim, ktefi
predlozili své rukopisy, za jejich odborny pfinos, a také recensentiim té€chto rukopist. Zvlastni podékovani
nalezi Dr. Patu Morrisovr, ktery revidoval angli¢tinu ve v§ech pfijatych rukopisech.



