Lynx, n. s. (Praha), 52: 143-146 (2021). ISSN 0024-7774 (print), 1804-6460 (online)

New records of Micromys minutus in the Karlovy Vary Region,
western Bohemia (Rodentia: Muridae)
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Abstract. New records of the harvest mouse (Micromys minutus) were obtained for the first time from
the mapping square 5741 in the Karlovy Vary Region. The individuals were collected during a faunistic
survey of small mammals in 2016-2020. In total, 13 specimens of Micromys minutus were found at three
sites (Jindfichovice v Krusnych horach, H4j u Jindfichovic, Lomnice u Sokolova).
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The harvest mouse, Micromys minutus (Pallas, 1771), is not an unknown species for the Karlovy Vary
Region. Its occurrence has been repeatedly documented there, but not in its entire territory. Nests of
harvest mice were first recorded in the region in 1962 near Ovesné Kladruby in the Tepelska vrchovina
Mts. (mapping square 6045; GRUNDOVA 1962) and a year later KULISEK reported findings of 39 indivi-
duals in the Smréiny Mts. (5839; ANDERA 1994). Through the analysis of owl pellets, the harvest mouse
was primarily detected in the Slavkovsky les Mts. (5842, 5941, 5942) and in the years 1973-1974 it was
successfully captured in straw stacks (BRDICKA 1976, 1980).

Due to further analyses of the barn owl (Tyto alba) pellets in the years 1978—1980, the harvest mouse
was proved in Cheb (5940), Lomnicka, Luby, Milhostov, Plesna, Skalna, Tteben (5740), Ostrov nad Ohf1,
Sedlec (5743), Sokolov, Kyn$perk nad Ohii (5841), Staré Sedlo (5842), Hazlov, and Liba (5839), but not
in Lomnice (5741; VOHRALIK & LAZAROVA 1998). A summary of the harvest mouse distribution up to the
mid-1990s was provided by ANDERA (1994), who presented findings from the Pod¢eskoslezska pahorka-
tina Mts. — in Milikov (5941; HORKA 1981), Krusné hory Mts. — Bozi Dar (5543; Hopkova 1979), Cheb
Basin — Kopanina (5740), Ostroh (5839; HOrRKA 1981), Skalna (5840; leg. V. ZavapirL) and Doupovské
hory Mts. — Ostrov (5643), Dubina (5743; BUSEK et al. 1990), and Luka (5844; HopKOVA 1979). A survey
of soil invertebrate communities using pitfall traps in the Sokolov Basin in the years 1995-2010 showed
the presence of the harvest mouse in post-mining localities, namely at the Vintifov spoil heap (5742).
However, the species was not recorded at other spoil heaps in the area, namely Habartovska (5841), Vi-
1ém (5741), Stara Chodovska (5742; ANDERA & BENES 2002, ANDERA & Tasovsky 2010). According to
ANDERA (2011), the harvest mouse was found in the Karlovy Vary Region in Trojmezi (5638), Hranice
(5639), As (5739), and Méchov (5943).

In order to obtain recent data on the occurrence of the harvest mouse, especially in the central part of
the Karlovy Vary Region, a survey of small terrestrial mammal communities was carried out in 20162020
using live traps. In total, 36 localities were examined, comprising both undisturbed and post-mining areas.
The localities were close to the following settlements (and fell into seven mapping squares): Potacky
(5542), Pocatky (5640), Piebuz, Rolava, Kraslice (5641), Nejdek (5642), Dolni Nivy, H4j u Jindfichovic,
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Table 1. Data on the new captured individuals of the harvest mouse (Micromys minutus) in the Karlovy
Vary Region. Legend: W = weight [g], H+B = head and body length [mm], T = tail length [mm], F = foot
length [mm], E = ear length [mm]

No. locality date sex,age W H+B T F E
1 Lomnice u Sokolova 29 September 2016 4 ad 866 65 63 15 10
2 Jindfichovice v Krusnych horach 16 September 2018 Q@ ad 565 57 56 14 11
3 Jindfichovice v Krusnych horach 17 September 2018 4 ad 469 53 51 12 11
4 Jindfichovice v Krusnych horach 17 September 2018 Q@ ad 473 51 56 13 10
5 Jindfichovice v Krusnych horach 18 September 2018 4 ad 509 51 56 14 10
6 Jindfichovice v Krusnych horach 18 September 2018 Q@ ad 499 55 53 13 9
7  Jindfichovice v Krusnych horach 18 September 2018 Q@ ad 527 56 60 13 9
8 Jindfichovice v Krusnych horach 20 September 2018 Q@ ad 489 52 52 14 9
9 Jindfichovice v Krusnych horach 20 September 2018 4 ad 478 51 53 12 8
10 Jindfichovice v Krusnych horach 20 September 2018 Qad 479 51 53 13 10
11 Jindfichovice v Krusnych horach 20 September 2018 Q ad - - - - =
12 Jindfichovice v Krusnych horach 20 September 2018 Q ad - - - - =
13 H4j u Jindfichovic 21 September 2020 4 ad 492 56 56 13.5 8.9

Jindfichovice v Krusnych horach, Lomnice u Sokolova (5741), Kralovské Pofti¢i, Chodov, Nové Sedlo
u Lokte, Tatrovice, Vintitov, Viesova (5742), and Krasno (5842).

As a part of this survey, the harvest mouse was found repeatedly in the mapping square 5741. The
first individual was captured in the wetland habitat at the Velka Podkrusnohorska spoil heap at Lomnice
u Sokolova (50°13°21” N, 12°38°50” E; Fig. 1) in 2016, then eleven individuals at Jindfichovice v Krus-
nych horach (50°16°26” N, 12°36°39” E; Fig. 2) in 2018, and one individual near Haj u Jindfichovic
(50°15°10” N, 12°35°57” E; Fig. 3) in 2020. The most numerous finding comes from 2018, when eight
adult females and three adult males were recorded during an autumn trapping session. Detailed information
on captured individuals is given in Table 1. Similarly to the spoil heap wetland, in the case of Jindfichovice
v Krusnych horach, it is a rather wet habitat overgrown by Juncus sp. situated between two cattle pastu-
res, and in H4j u Jindfichovic the locality is an ecotone between a field and a field road. In the mapping
squares 5542, 5640, 5641, 5642, 5742, and 5842, occurrence of the harvest mouse was not found during
the survey. The individuals captured in 2016 and 2018 were used in further research, and the individual
captured in 2020 is deposited in the collection of the Karlovy Vary Museum.

SOUHRN

Nové nalezy mysky drobné (Micromys minutus) v Karlovarském kraji (Rodentia: Muridae). Myska
kovan¢ dolozen, ne vsak na celém jeho tizemi. Pro ziskani recentnich dat o vyskytu tohoto druhu predev§im
ve stfedni ¢asti Karlovarského kraje byl proveden vyzkum v letech 2016-2020 pomoci zivochytnych pasti
na celkoveé 36 lokalitach, jak nenarusenych tézbou uhli, tak i potézebnich. Lokality spadaji do sedmi ¢tvercu
faunistického mapovani a jsou pobliz dale uvedenych obci: 5542 (Potticky), 5640 (Pocatky), 5641 (Piebuz,
Rolava, Kraslice), 5642 (Nejdek), 5741 (Dolni Nivy, H4j u Jindfichovic, Jindfichovice v Krusnych horéch,
Lomnice u Sokolova), 5742 (Kralovské Poti¢i, Chodov, Nové Sedlo u Lokte, Tatrovice Vintifov, Viesova)
a 5842 (Krasno). V ramci tohoto sledovani byla myska drobna (Micromys minutus) poprvé zaznamenana
ve faunistickém mapovacim ¢tverci 5741 (Jindfichovice v Krusnych horach, Haj u Jindfichovic, Lomnice
u Sokolova). Celkové bylo nalezeno 13 jedincti; v Lomnici 1 kus roku 2016, v Jindfichovicich bylo roku
2018 nalezeno 11 dospélych jedincti (osm samic, tii samci) a v Haji u Jindfichovic 1 kus roku 2020.
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Figs. 1-3. The localities of occurrence of the harvest
mouse (Micromys minutus) in the Karlovy Vary
Region (photo by Z. KLIMKOVA). 1 — H4j u Jind¥i-
chovic. 2 — Lomnice u Sokolova. 3 — Jindfichovice
v Krusnych horach.
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