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character based on Czech roots that gave shape to the image of Czech culture all around
the world. The exhibition Famous Czech Composers (Slavni cesti skladatelé) offers an
untraditional view of these four composers. For the first time in history, through the linked
fates of Smetana, Dvorak, Janacek, and Martint, it introduces us to Czech society from the
1820s until the late 1950s. In the context of historical events it gives visitors a presentation
of the transformations of Czech musical culture while also familiarising them with concrete
human experiences and the importance that these composers had for our contemporary
musical culture.

The goal of the exhibition, which is being held from 3 November 2020 until 22 June
2022 at the Historical Building of the National Museum, is to present moments in the lives
of all four composers, their pivotal works and important operas, and the major sources of
inspiration for their music through a multimedia and audio experience. That experience
is what every visitor should take home from the exhibition. We are exhibiting music that
affects emotions and transforms people’s perceptions, bringing them joy and adding value
to their everyday lives. The actual music of the composers in question plays a key role in the
exhibition, but without abandoning the scholarly aspects of the subject. When creating the
script, it was also necessary to take visitors to the Historical Building of the National Museum
into consideration. They spend a long time on the museum premises and would welcome a
completely different kind of presentation from what one finds at other exhibitions.

Concept of the Exhibition — Image and Sound
The exhibition is based on four basic topics: works, life, inspiration, and opera. All of the
parts of the exhibition follow the chronological order of the composers’ lives: Smetana
(1824-1884), Dvoidk (1841-1904), Janacek (1854—1928), Martinii (1890-1959).

The composers’ artistic legacies consist of their works, which have been preserved as
musical notation. Performers must then bring the works to life and let them be heard flowing
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through time. The experience of sound was the main point of departure for the exhibition’s
conception, and for this reason, listening to compositions in various ways is interwoven into
all parts of the exhibition. The exhibition presents well known works by the composers as
well as compositions that are less familiar and other music and sounds from the period.
A flow of sound is heard throughout the exhibition, and although the sounds sometimes
overlap, they give the visitor a permanent aural experience to remember.

Works

The opening light installation immediately offers an absolutely unique experience. The
combination of music and light gives visitors an auditory and visual impression, letting them
come away with memories of four great works: Smetanas Vitava (The Moldau) from the
cycle Md viast (My Country), Dvorak's “New World Symphony’, Janacek’s Sinfonietta, and
the Double Concerto for two string orchestras, piano, and tympani by Bohuslav Martint. The
lighting design differentiates the compositions in terms of colour, rhythm, and form.

Life

A second striking resource of the exhibition
is the visual arts component, which is
concentrated into a large-format “graphic
novel” The stories, drawn by hand in black-
and-white (2.8 x 21 m) and presenting the
fate of each of the composers in artistic
renderings by Alexey Klyuykov, are based
on period photographs and graphics. In

this untraditional, visitor-friendly way, the

team of authors presents key moments Detail of the graphic novel by Alexey Klyuykov /
Detail z obrazové novely od Alexeye Klyuykova

in the composers” lives in the setting of ")

their environment and period. They are

accompanied by texts or statements made by specific persons, whether the composers
themselves or persons close to them. The novel focuses not only on the composers’
biographies, but also on the psychology of the experiences that accompanied them through
the sometimes dramatic and tragic stages of their lives as well as their times of joy and
contentment.

Inspiration

The exhibition concept is supplemented by more musical and audio sensations found in
the main premises of the exhibition where the visitor can view the graphic novels on the
temporary exhibition partitions. Inspirations are understood in a wider sense of the word as
environments and topics that resonated with society and therefore also touched the lives of
all four composers. Through their inspiration, visitors can understand the environment in
which these important figures were living and what experiences had major impacts on their
thinking and creative processes. All of the inspirations are expressed in sound (e.g. women,
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a train, sounds of nature, warfare) paired with a concrete work that expresses the inspiration
in question. Some of the chosen topics are in common to all four (e.g. nature, folk music,
women), while others are entirely individual (e.g. Smetana — patriotism and Czech
mythology, Dvorak — Afro-American music, Jand¢ek — human speech, Martintt — modern
trends and technological advancements).

The visitor finds examples (five selected topics for each composer) in architecturally
interesting spaces that are shaped in a specific way for each of the composers. In these
“meanders” they can concentrate fully on sound, undisturbed by other stimuli. The climax
of this journey through inspiration is a unique exhibit at the end of the meanders — a display
case with the original score of each of the masterpieces from which an excerpt lasting a few
minutes was heard at the beginning in the light room.

Opera

The last big topic is works for the stage, a no less important part of the legacy of each of the
four composers featured in the exhibition. Because an opera without staging would only
be half of the work, an audio-visual loop was created with excerpts from multiple staged
productions of the same operas. On the screen, one can watch and compare multiple
approaches to the staging of the same operatic masterpiece for Smetana’s Prodand nevésta
(The Bartered Bride, 1866), Dvorak’s Rusalka (1900), Janacek’s Prihody lisky Bystrousky (The
Cunning Little Vixen, 1923), and Martinu’s Juliette (1937).

Rare objects
As a whole, the exhibition covers a broad
swath of history, and it cannot show

everything that is hidden in the collections

and archives of the National Museum and Whe Music Eritics Circle
of New Vork ity

cooperating institutions. However, because =
awards this diploma to

original objects always enhance an exhibition WBahuslaw Dartinn

experience, even this mostly sonically sorhis Fantaisies Symphoniqnes
conceived exhibition is accompanied by a vkl by s ks on dis Dbt

1

total of 20 objects from collections in three
categories. Firstly, there are the original scores
mentioned above, of which The Moldau and
the “New World Symphony” come from the

collections of the National Museum (the
Diploma for Bohuslav Martinti from the New

.. . ) York Critics Circle / Diplom Newyorského klubu
Dvordk Museum), the Sinfonietta from the hudebnich kritiki pro Bohuslava Martind

collections of the Moravian Museum (Music ~ Latter half of the 20*" century / 2. polovina

. 20. stoleti
History Department), and the Double pgizka Town Museum and Gallery, Bohuslav
Concerto from the collection of the Paul Martind Centre,inv. no. PBMRD 117/
Méstské muzeum a galerie Policka, Centrum
Bohuslava Marting, inv. ¢. PBM RD 117
consists of personal objects of the composers o NM

Bedfich Smetana Museum and the Antonin

Sacher Stiftung in Basel. A second category
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View of the exhibition Famous Czech Composers / Pohled do vystavy Slavni Cesti skladatelé
©NM

connected with selected events or stages of their lives. For example, visitors get to see the
hearing aid Smetana used as he gradually lost his hearing, Dvorak’s shirt cuffs on which he
often jotted down musical motifs, Janacek’s pocket watch with a medallion and a lock of
hair from his deceased daughter Olga, or the little shoes B. Martint’s father made for him to
wear as a child. The last category of objects consists of costumes from the composers’ major
operatic works, which are found in the room with screenings of opera excerpts. Amongst
these, Vasek’s costume from the premiere of Smetana’s opera The Bartered Bride at the
Provisional Theatre in 1866 is absolutely unique. It belongs to the collection of the Bedrich
Smetana Museum. After viewing the entire exhibition and taking in many impressions,
visitors return to the light room.

A catalogue has been published separately in Czech and English for the exhibition Famous
Czech Composers, and it is a more scholarly extension of the exhibition. In particular, it is
intended to give visitors a deeper initiation into the context and works of the four Czech
composers who earned international success in different ways and to differing degrees.
In dealing with the individual composers, the authors of the exhibition catalogue (Sandra
Bergmannova, Ale$ Brezina, Veronika Vejvodova, Jifi Zahradka) present an unusual probe
into the works and lives of these figures. The catalogue also shows the ties and connections
between the composers — between artists of four separate generations with differing
personalities and lives. It is supplemented by a wealth of visual material.
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Exhibition team:

Main authors: Sandra Bergmannova, Veronika Vejvodova

Co-authors: Ales Brezina, Jiri Zahradka

Curator: Emanuele Gadaleta

Architect and lighting design: Kolmo.eu, Jan Nélepa

[llustrations for the visual novel: Alexey Klyuykov

Production: Loom on the Moon, PINK

Graphics: superlative.works

Collaborating institutions: Moravian Museum, Bohuslav Martint Institute, Policka Town
Museum and Gallery / Bohuslav Martintt Centre, Paul Sacher Stiftung, National Theatre,
National Moravian-Silesian Theatre

Postscript from the editorial staff:

Loosely connected with the exhibition Famous Czech Composers is another exhibition titled
For Four Strings (Pro ctyFi struny), which can be seen from the end of May in the hall of
the Historical Building of the National Museum. As the title tells us, the violin is the main
theme from several different points of view. The exhibition presents the violin in the hands
of an experienced violin maker as the supreme achievement of the art of instrument making
and in the hands of a violin teacher and pupil. Talent and hard work can raise the pupil to
the level of a violin virtuoso. There is a connection with the four famous Czech composers
through the selection of certain objects on exhibit — works by Smetana, Dvorak, Janacek, and
Martint for violin or for string quartet. Several of the three-dimensional, documentary, and
iconographical exhibits are supplemented by audio recordings from the private collection of
Kevork Marouchian (1944—-2018),a German collector. The Czech Museum of Music obtained
this collection in 2020, and this is its first important public presentation not only as a set of
exceptional historical recordings, but also as extraordinary documentation of the history of
the audio recording industry. Visitors can attend the exhibition through 31 August 2022.

Exhibition team:

Authors: Olga Vit Krumpholzova, Frantigek Kis, Mariana Lebedova, Tereza Zirkova
Curator: Mariana Lebedova

Production: Anna Elidsova

Architectural and interior design: Emilia Jarosova

Graphics: Lucia Jarosova
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nasi soucasnou hudebni kulturu.

Cilem vystavy, jez probiha od 3. listopadu 2020 do 22. ¢ervna 2022 v Historické budo-
vé Ndrodniho muzea, je prezentovat zivotni okamziky, klicova dila, vyznamné opery a in-
spira¢ni okruhy zdsadni pro tvorbu vsech ctyr skladateld, a to prostrednictvim multimédii
a zvukového zazitku. Ten by si kazdy navstévnik mel z vystavy odnést. Vystavujeme hudbu,
kterd zasahuje emoce, proménuje vnimani lidi a prindsi radost i pridanou hodnotu ke kazdo-
denni véednosti. Ve vystavé hraje stézejni tlohu pravé samotna hudba jmenovanych sklada-
tel, avsak bez rezignace na odbornou stranku véci. Pri tvorbé scénare bylo také nutné brét
ohled na navstévnika Historické budovy Narodniho muzea, ktery v prostorach muzea travi
dlouhy ¢as a privita tedy zcela jiny typ prezentace, nez s jakym se setka v dalsich vystavach
nebo expozicich.

Koncept vystavy — obraz a zvuk

Vystava je zalozena na ¢tyfech zdkladnich tématech: dilo, zivot, inspirace a opera. Vsechny
casti vystavy se v usporadani ridi vzdy chronologickym poradim zivotu skladatelti — Smetana
(1824-1884), Dvorak (1841-1904), Janacek (1854—1928), Martinu (1890-1959).

Umeélecky odkaz skladateld tvori dila, jez se dochovala formou notového zapisu. Teprve
interpreti je uvedou do zivota a umozni jim zaznivat a plynout v case. Pravé zvukova zku-
senost byla hlavnim vychodiskem vystavniho konceptu, proto jsou vsechny sekce vystavy
protkany raznymi formami poslechu skladeb. Vystava poukazuje jak na jiz dobfe znama dila
skladatelq, tak také prindsi i méné znamé skladby a dalsi dobové hudebni a zvukové souvis-
losti. Vystavou proudi neustaly otevieny zvuk, ktery, ackoliv se obcas prekryva, poskytne
navstévnikovi trvalou zvukovou vzpominku.
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Dilo

Naprosto specialni zazitek skytd hned vstupni svételna instalace. Kombinace hudby a svétla
zprostiedkovava navstévnikium poslechovy a vizualni dojem, diky némuz jim mazou v pamé-
ti utkvet ¢tyfi velka dila jako Smetanova Vitava z cyklu Md viast, Dvordkova ,Novosveétskd;
Janackova Sinfonietta nebo Dvojkoncert pro dva smyccové orchestry, klavir a tympdny od
Bohuslava Martint. Svételny koncept odlisuje skladby barevné, rytmicky i formélne.

Zivot

Druhym vyraznym prostiedkem vystavy je jeji vytvarnd ¢ast, soustiedénd v tzv. velkoforma-
tové obrazové novele. Cernobilé ru¢né kreslené piibéhy (o velikosti 2,8 x 21 m), piedstavujici
osudy kazdého skladatele, jsou originalnim vytvarnym zpracovanim Alexeye Klyuykova, jez
vychdzeji z dobovych fotografii a grafik. Autorsky tym timto netradi¢nim a pro navstévniky
vstiicnym zptsobem priblizuje klicové Zivotni okamziky skladateld, zasazené do prostredi
a doby. Doprovazi je texty, resp. vyroky konkrétnich osob, skladateltt samotnych nebo osob
jim blizkych. Novela je zamérena nejen na biografii skladateld, ale predevsim na psychologii
jejich prozitkd, s nimiz prochézeli dramatickymi, tragickymi, ale i radostnymi a $tastnymi
etapami svych Zivott.

Inspirace

Koncept vystavy je doplnén o dalsi hudebni a zvukové vjemy, umisténé v prostoru hlavni vy-

stavni konstrukce, na jejimz plasti si navstévnik muze prohlizet obrazové novely. Inspiracemi
jsou v sirsim slova smyslu chdpdna prostiedi a témata, ktera rezonovala spole¢nosti

View of the exhibition Famous Czech Composers / Pohled do vystavy Slavni cesti skladatelé
©NM
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a dotykala se tudiz i zivot vsech ctyr skladatelti. Navstévnici mohou skrze inspirace po-
chopit, v jakych prostredich se tyto vyznamné osobnosti pohybovaly a jaké prozitky mély
zésadni dopad na jejich smysleni i tvar¢i proces. Vsechny inspirace jsou vyjadieny zvukové
(napt. zeny, vlak, zvuk prirody, vale¢né okamziky) a po nich zazniva vzdy do dvojice konkrét-
ni skladba, ktera tuto inspiraci vyjadiuje. Zvolena byla jak témata spolecna (napt. priroda,
lidova hudba, zeny), tak témata zcela individudlni (napt. Smetana — vlastenectvi a narodni
mytologie, Dvordk — afroamericka hudba, Jandcek — lidska re¢, Martint — trendy moderni
doby a rozvoj techniky).

Ukazky (u kazdého skladatele pét vybranych témat) navstévnik naléza v architektonicky
zajimavé a pro kazdého skladatele zcela specificky tvarovanych prostorech, tzv. meandrech,
kde se nerusen jinymi podnéty mtize soustiedit ¢isté na zvuk. Vrcholem této cesty inspirace-
mi je na konci meandrt unikdt — vitrina s vystavenou originalni partiturou kazdého z vrchol-
nych dél, jejichz nékolikaminutovy tryvek zni v ivodni svételné mistnosti.

Opera

Poslednim velkym tématem je jevistni tvorba, neméné dulezitd ¢ast odkazu kazdého z pred-
stavovanych skladatelt. Jelikoz opera bez scény by znamenala jen polovinu dila, byla for-
mou strihi z nékolika inscenaci stejného operniho dila vytvorena audiovizualni smycka. Na
platné tak lze sledovat a srovnavat inscena¢ni pristupy vzdy k jednomu dilu vrcholné oper-
ni tvorby — Smetanovy Prodané nevésty (1866), Dvorakovy Rusalky (1900), Janackovych
Prihod lisky Bystrousky (1923) a Martint Juliette (1937).

Vzacné predméty

Celd vystava pojimd siroky
z&bér historicky a nemuze
ukdzat vse, co se skryva ve
sbirkovych a dokumentac-
nich fondech Narodniho
muzea a spolupracujicich
instituci. Protoze vsak ori-
gindlni  predméty  vzdy
umocnuji zazitek z vysta-
vy, i tuto zejména zvukové
koncipovanou vystavu do-
provézi celkem dvacet sbir-
kovych predmeétt tii okru-

ha. Jednak jsou to zminéné
originalni partitury, z nichz

e Watch owned by Leos Janacek / Hodinky z majetku Leose Janacka
Vitava a ,Novosvétskd” po-  nknown maker, ca. 1750, silver, base metal /
chazeji ze sbirek Narodniho ~Autor neznamy, kolem roku 1750, stfibro, obecny kov

diich Moravian Museum, inv. no. 109.004 (shelf mark TL] 183) /
muzea (Muzea Bedficha Moravské zemské muzeum, inv. ¢. 109.004 (sign. TL] 183)
Smetany a Muzea Antonina © NM
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View of the exhibition Famous Czech Composers / Pohled do vystavy Slavni cesti skladatelé
© NM

Dvordka), Sinfonietta ze sbirek Moravského zemského muzea (Oddéleni déjiny hudby)
a Dvojkoncert ze sbirky Paul Sacher Stiftung v Basileji. Druhy okruh tvori osobni predméty
skladatelt s vazbou na vybranou udalost nebo etapu jejich zivott. Névstévnik si tak mtize
prohlédnout napf. Smetanovo naslouchadlo, které pouzival béhem postupné ztraty sluchu,
Dvorakovy manzety, na které si ¢asto zaznamendval hudebni motivy, Janackovy hodinky
s medailonkem a vlasy jeho zesnulé dcery Olgy nebo détské boticky B. Martint, které mu
vyrobil jeho otec. Poslednim okruhem predmétu jsou kostymy z vyznamnych oper sklada-
tell, umisténé v mistnosti s promitanim opernich uryvk(, z nichz je naprostym unikatem
kostym Vaska z premiéry Smetanovy Prodané nevésty v Prozatimnim divadle v roce 1866,
ktery je sbirkovym predmétem Muzea Bedricha Smetany. Po zhlédnuti celé vystavy se vraci
navstévnik s nacerpanymi dojmy zpét do svételné mistnosti.

K vystave Slavni cesti skladatelé byl vydan katalog, jenz vysel samostatné cesky a anglicky
a je odbornéjsim rozsirenim vystavy. Ma slouzit zejména zajemctim o hlubsi zasvéceni do
kontextu a tvorby ctyr ¢eskych skladateld, ktefi se riznymi zptisoby a v rtizné mire prosadili
na svétové urovni. Autofi katalogu k vystavé (Sandra Bergmannova, Ales Brezina, Veronika
Vejvodova, Jifi Zahradka), zabyvajici se jednotlivymi skladateli, nabizeji neobvyklou sondu
do tvorby a zivoti téchto osobnosti. Katalog poskytuje i pohled na vazby a spojnice mezi
skladateli — mezi umélci ¢tyr odlisnych generaci, povah a zivotu. Je doplnén bohatym obra-
zovym materialem.
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Autorsky tym:

Hlavni autorky: Sandra Bergmannova, Veronika Vejvodova

Spoluautori: Ales Brezina, Jiti Zahradka

Kurdtor: Emanuele Gadaleta

Architekt a svételny design: Kolmo.eu, Jan Nélepa

[lustrace obrazové novely: Alexey Klyuykov

Produkce: Loom on the Moon, PINK

Grafika: superlative.works

Spolupracujici instituce: Moravské zemské muzeum, Institut Bohuslava Martinti, Méstské
muzeum a galerie Policka / Centrum Bohuslava Martint, Paul Sacher Stiftung, Narodni di-
vadlo, Nérodni divadlo moravskoslezské

Post scriptum redakce:

Na vystavu Slavni cesti skladatelé volné navazuje vystava Pro ctyri struny, kterd je k vidéni od
konce kvétna ve dvorané Historické budovy Narodniho muzea. Jak jiz ndzev napovida, jejim
ustrednim tématem se staly housle, a to z nékolika rtiiznorodych pohledii. Vystava predsta-
vuje housle v rukou zkuseného houslare jako vrchol jeho nastrojaiského uméni, i v rukou
houslového pedagoga a jeho zaka. Talent a pile mohou zdka dovést az na pozici houslo-
vého virtuosa. Vazba na ¢tyfi slavné ceské skladatele je zprostredkovdna vybérem nékte-
rych vystavenych predméti — Smetanovych, Dvorakovych, Janackovych a Martint dél pro
housle ¢i smy¢cové kvarteto. Radu trojrozmérnych, pisemnych a ikonografickych exponatii
doplnuji exkluzivni zvukové nahravky ze soukromé sbirky némeckého sbératele Kevorka
Marouchiana (1944-2018), kterou Ceské muzeum hudby ziskalo v roce 2020 a ktera je tak
poprvé vyznamné prezentovana pred vefejnosti nejen jako soubor vyjimec¢nych historic-
kych nahravek, ale i jako mimoradné svédectvi o historii zvukového pramyslu. Vystavu mi-
Zete navstivit az do 31. srpna 2022.

Autorsky tym:

Autofi vystavy: Olga Vit Krumpholzov4, Frantisek Kis, Mariana Lebedova, Tereza Ziurkova
Kuratorka vystavy: Mariana Lebedova

Produkce vystavy: Anna Elidsova

Architektonické a interiérové reseni: Emilia Jarosova

Grafika: Lucia Jaro$ova
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