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Abstract. A dead individual of C. leucodon was found in the Lower Tatra Mts. (Central Slovakia, Western 
Carpathians). The site is situated in the westernmost part of the main ridge of this mountain range at the 
altitude of 1,150 m a. s. l. The prevaling habitat is a mountain meadow surrounded by spruce and beach-
-maple forests. In Central Europe, the species usually occurs in lowland and hilly areas, records above 
600 m a. s. l. are very rare. The finding of C. leucodon in the mountain ridge at this extraordinary altitude 
is the highest documented occurrence of the species in the Western Carpathians and Central Europe as 
well. It is probably related to expansion of the species range in the recent decades and its spreading to 
higher altitudes, which is more common at the southern border of its distribution area.
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The bicoloured white-toothed shrew, Crocidura leucodon (Hermann, 1870) has been expanding in Central 
Europe and occupying also untypical habitats (anděra 2000, 2003, zBytoVský et al. 2004, Lešo et al. 
2008, zBytoVský 2010). Its distribution range covers the central and southern parts of Europe as well as 
the Palaearctic part of Asia, from 05° W to 55° E and from 35° to 53° N (mitcheLL-Jones et al. 1999). The 
species is commonly considered to inhabit mainly open landscape, particularly agricultural lands, and at 
the northern margin of its range it tends to be associated with urban habitats (mitcheLL-Jones et al. 1999). 

In Central Europe, this species usually occurs in lowland and hilly areas up to 600 m a. s. l., it prefers 
mainly warm and dry sites of steppe and forest-steppe character, and rather avoids continuous forest com-
plexes (anděra 2003, Baláž & amBros 2007, krištofík & danko 2012). However, in the southern parts 
of its distribution range, records of the species from mountains are not exceptional (kryštufek 2009). The 
latter author mentioned findings from a mountain pine stand at 1,650 m a. s. l. in south-western Slovenia 
and from altitudes around 2,000 m a. s. l. in Macedonia, Anatolia, Lebanon, Georgia, and Iran. 
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Fig. 1. A dead individual of Crocidura leucodon, found in the Lower Tatra Mts., Slovakia, at 1,150 m a. s. l. 
Obr. 1. Uhynutý jedinec bielozubky bielobruchej (Crocidura leucodon) nájdený v Nízkych Tatrách v 
nadmorskej výške 1150 m.

A dead adult individual of C. leucodon was found on the mountain trail at Hadlianka, in the Lower Tatra 
Mts. (Central Slovakia, Western Carpathians) on 29 July 2017. The site is situated in the westernmost part 
of the main mountain ridge, at the altitude of 1,150 m a. s. l. (geographical coordinates 48° 51’ 37.9” N, 
19° 16’ 53.8” E; WGS 84). The prevailing habitat is a mountain meadow surrounded by spruce (from the 
north) and beach-maple (from the south) forests. 

Until recently, the hypsometric range of C. leucodon in Slovakia was limited to the span of 100–1,100 m 
a. s. l. (Baláž & amBros 2007, krištofík & danko 2012), and the highest altitude was recorded by 
mošanský (1957; in krištofík & danko 2012) in the Kojšovská hoľa Mt. (Volovské vrchy Mts.), in 
vicinity of a mountain cottage at 1,050 m a. s. l. An unusual occurrence of one individual inside a fir-
-beech forest in central Slovakia at the altitude of 850 m a. s. l. was published by Lešo et al. (2008). The 
authors considered the increasing fragmentation of the extensive forest complex as one of the reasons of 
the species presence in unusual habitats. The finding of C. leucodon on the mountain ridge at the altitude 
of 1,150 m a. s. l. is the highest documented occurrence of the species in the Western Carpathians and 
Central Europe as well. It is probably related to the range expansion of the species in recent decades and 
its spreading to higher altitudes. 

SÚHRN

V júli 2017 bol náhodne objavený kadáver adultného jedinca bielozubky bielobruchej (Crocidura leucodon) 
na lokalite Hadlianka, v najzápadnejšej časti hlavného hrebeňa Nízkych Tatier, v nadmorskej výške 1150 m 
(geografické súradnice 48° 51’ 38” N, 19° 16’ 54” E; WGS 84). Ide o najvyššie doložený výskyt druhu 
na území Západných Karpát a strednej Európy. Biotop na lokalite je tvorený horskou lúkou nesúvislo sa 
tiahnucou hlavným hrebeňom západnej časti pohoria. Z južnej strany lúku lemujú bukové lesy s prímesou 
javora horského, zo severnej strany prevažne smrečiny. Ojedinelé výskyty druhu vo vyšších polohách 
objavujúce sa v poslednom období v strednej Európe pravdepodobne súvisia s rozširovaním areálu druhu, 
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vrátane hypsometrického. Zatiaľ čo v strednej Európe ide o ojedinelé záznamy v takýchto habitatoch, 
v južnej časti areálu (južná Európa, Blízky východ) sú takéto výskyty zaznamenávané oveľa bežnejšie. 
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Fig. 2. View of the site of the Crocidura leucodon record in the Lower Tatra Mts., Slovakia.
Obr. 2. Pohľad na stanovište s nálezom bielozubky bielobruchej (Crocidura leucodon) v Nízkych Tatrách 
(stredné Slovensko).
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