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The range and depth of the work of Dr.
Rudolf Jan Prokop is remarkable and be-
cause formerly I concentrated mostly on
Rudolf's scientific activities in foreign
countries (Petr 1994 a, b, 1999), it is time
to say something about his home-born ac-
tivities, about his odyssey through the first
scientific periods of life. 

Rudolf Jan Prokop was born at Praha-
Vyšehrad at 1 a.m. in the morning on July
25, 1934, Na Slupi Street (in those days
“Na slupy” – ‘slupy’ served as artificial
blind canals parallel to the main stream –
Botič Creek – very important for fisheries
even in the first decade of 20th century!).
His father Jan Prokop, mathematician,
specialized in statistics; his mother, Jen-
ovefa, born Filipová, was a pianist. The

newborn was baptized with freshwater
from Vltava River at Svatý Apolinář on
the so-called Větrná hora Hill (today
Větrov near Albertov, Praha 2) and chris-
tened Rudolf Jan – but his parents and
friends always called him by his first
name. 

Rudolf grew up and spent his early
adulthood in the native region of Praha-
Vyšehrad and on the banks of Botič Creek
and Vltava River – i.e. at Praha-Podskalí.
His father shaped Rudolf's interests in nat-
ural history, mother in music. Rudolf be-
came interested in life sciences: botany
(esp. dendrology, tree identification) and
zoology (esp. entomology, lepidopterolo-
gy, butterfly identification etc.). Being 14
years old, Rudolf concentrated on earth
sciences (geology and palaeontology). He
found his first fossil, trilobite of the genus
Odontochile, on the trip with his father
through the famous Prokop Valley near
Praha (a rather important note for foreign
readers – Prokop Valley is an old name
and got it from an ancient hermit, Saint
Prokop!). 

Rudolf attended both the common
school and the so-called Real Gymnasium
(i.e. a gymnasium type with Latin and de-
scriptive geometry, but without Greek) at
Praha VI, Vyšehrad. He went to the gym-
nasium already at the end of the 4th class
of the common school, on September 1,
1944, while German troops still occupied
the territory of the present-day Czech
Republic (in those days Protectorate of
Bohemia and Moravia). During the revo-
lution in May 5–9, 1945 (Czechs started
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their fight for freedom and barricades
were built in Prague's streets), Rudolf
took a part in this fight as a “young
scouter” and imprisoned by German sol-
diers, he had been seriously wounded.

In 1948 the Real Gymnasium had been
closed by the communist regime and Ru-
dolf went to another one – Gymnasium of
Jan Masaryk at Praha XII (Praha-Vi-
nohrady, Lobkovicovo nám. Square), curi-
ously the latter was closed as
a “contrarevolution site” in 1949 and Ru-
dolf finished his study at a third one, this
time at Praha XI (Praha-Žižkov,
Kubelíkova ul. Street), with leaving exam-
inations in 1953.

In septima (7th class of the gymnasium)
Rudolf worked out his first scientific re-
search, particularly palaeontological re-
search of the Zahořany Formation
(Ordovician of the Barrandian area) on
a hill near the eastern margin of Strašnice
Crematorium. Rudolf described the sec-
tion of the hill and its faunal content in his
first publication already in the year 1952
and published it in the journal Vesmír (see
the bibliograpghy, Petr 1994 b).

On October 10, 1953, Rudolf went to
the Geological-Geographical Faculty,
Charles University. According to the Sovi-
et model, Faculty of Science (i.e. natural
history) of Charles University had been
divided by the communist regime into two
faculties, Geological-Geographical Facul-
ty and Biological Faculty, and he began to
study geology. 

As a student he became demonstrator of
Prof. Radim Kettner (in years 1955–1957)
and then an assistent (1957–1958) of Prof.
Bedřich Bouček at the Department of Ge-
ology and Palaeontology of the Pedagogi-
cal High School (= former Pedagogical
Faculty of the Charles University). In
1958 Rudolf graduated at Geological-
Geographical Faculty, Charles University
(in today's Institute of Geology and
Palaeontology, Faculty of Science,

Charles University). His diploma work fo-
cused on the geological and stratigraphi-
cal survey of the Mesozoic rocks of
Western Carpathians, Slovakia. Rudolf
graduated and remained with Prof.
Bouček as an assistant professor of geolo-
gy but already in 1959 he went back to the
Department of Geology, Geological-Geo-
graphical Faculty, Charles University as
an assistant professor of Prof. Radim Ket-
tner.

Because of his diploma work, Rudolf
spent his early professional career espe-
cially in Slovakia – in Cergovské hory
Mts., then in the karst area of Jihosloven-
ský kras, and carried out also investiga-
tions in the region southeast from Banská
Bystrica. He mapped the terrain between
Banská Bystrica and Zvolen (from the left
bank of the Hron River and eastward) and
described fossil lamellibranchians there
(MS diploma work). His only but very im-
portant publication from this region of the
Slovakian Mesozoic (palaeontologically
unknown at that time) was published in
Časopis pro mineralogii a geologii in
1960 (see bibliography, Petr 1994 b).

In the years 1960–1969 (beginning from
August 31, 1960), Rudolf joined Central
Geological Survey (Ústřední ústav geo-
logický), now Czech Geological Survey,
Praha. He spent a relatively short period
of time in a research group for Proterozoic
under the heading of Zdeněk Vejnar, map-
ping especially the neighbourhood of
Horšovský Týn and Meclov, SW Bo-
hemia, including randings and pit tips
near Meclov (Meclov is well-known by its
early Medieval exploitation of gold and
copper ores), and coordinated his research
with archaeologists. 

As a field geologist he was involved in
the geological survey, creating maps to the
scale of 1 : 25 000 (for maps to the scale
of 1 : 50 000) of Český les, later editing
the map sheet for the region of Karlovy
Vary (continuing the work of Vladimír
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Zoubek) and neighbourhood. In 1963 Ru-
dolf joined a research group for his
beloved Palaeozoic. Here Rudolf began
with mapping of the Moravian Culm (with
Ivo Chlupáč), especially in Nízký Jeseník,
and with an editorship of the map sheet 1
: 50 000 Olomouc-east. He also carried
out geological survey for map sheets 1 :
50 000 in the Bohemian Ordovician, and
in Moravian Palaeozoic (esp. in Moravo-
Silesian Culm). Even in Culm he edited
some map sheets (e.g., Hranice) and in
1967 he had been appointed to the posi-
tion of the main editor. 

In those years Rudolf was already driv-
en by his personal interests in palaeonto-
logical and stratigraphical investigations
of echinoderms of the Lower Palaeozoic,
especially in cystoids and crinoids, and
even in Mesozoic echinoderms; most of
his publications were concerned with
echinoderms. For example, already in
1963, Rudolf wrote about Devonian
crinoid columnals from the region of
Rožmitál, coming from the rocks identi-
fied wrongly by Prof. Radim Kettner as
Proterozoic (relatively very young Rudolf
published his important discovery and the
article destroyed his friendship with the
older scientist). 

In the years 1964–1965 Rudolf em-
barked on the textbook-project of Prof. Z.
V. Špinar (Systematic Palaeontology of In-
vertebrates) and wrote all the important
chapters on Echinodermata, including
Carpoidea, and on Machaeridia, while he
continued in the geological survey of
Nízký Jeseník and Oderské vrchy, and
participated in preparations for the Inter-
national Geological Congress, Praha 1968
(esp. excursion guides; during the con-
gress he joined the Stratigraphical Com-
mission for Palaeozoic, co-organized the
sessions, served as excursion leader, etc.). 

From 1962 to 1965 Rudolf embarked on
his postgradual education. In 1968 he was
passing successfully an additional state ex-
am from zoology, defended a postdoctoral
dissertation thesis on crinoids of the family
Calceocrinidae and received both his RNDr.
and CSc. degree from palaeontology. 

In 1968 Rudolf spent about two months
at Max-Planck-Institute in München, pre-
sented series of lectures at the University
of München, and at the end of summer,
1968 had been invited by the Institute of
Oceanography at Marseilles, and partici-
pated in extensive geological undersea
mapping of the French coast of the
Mediterranean Sea (long strip from Mar-
seilles to Saint Tropez, see the birthday ar-
ticle by Petr 1994 b). However, the
officials of the Central Geological Survey
did not recognize Rudolf for his efforts.
He was not allowed to continue the re-
search in France in spring, 1969. In fact,
as a consequence of the Soviet-led War-
saw Pact invasion of Czechoslovakia (Au-
gust, 1968), Rudolf had been charged as
a “western type of scientist” and in August
15, 1969 he retired to the brewery
“Pražan”, Praha-Holešovice, as a store-
keeper.

At the beginning of October, 1969 Ru-
dolf had been “discovered” by the
Palaeontological Department, Museum of
Natural History, National Museum, Praha,
represented by Radvan Horný and headed
by Vlastislav Zázvorka, and had been of-
fered a position of the scientific research
worker. In November 13, 1969 he went to
the National Museum and after his early
career as a geologist, he focused entirely
on palaeontology, beginning his major
work on echinoderms, for which he is best
known, in which he established his repu-
tation and gained popularity in the scien-
tific world.

Václav Petr, Zoological Library, Faculty of Science, Charles University, Viničná 7, 128 44 Praha 2
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