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Abstract: A new record of the Midas free-tailed bat, Mops midas (Sundevall, 1843), from Saudi Arabia is 

presented. This new record is the northernmost occurrence point of this rare bat in Arabia (ca. 160 km NNW 

of the closest previous site) and also within its entire distribution range.
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The Midas free-tailed bat, Mops midas (Sundevall, 1843), is a large molossid bat distributed 
widely but patchily in the savannas of sub-Saharan Africa, from Senegal to Eritrea and from 

Among the African bats which extend in their distribution to Arabia, only the Midas free-
tailed bat is known solely from Saudi Arabia; other true Afro-tropical faunal elements occur 
more or less widely in Yemen and some also reach the Dhofar region in south-western Oman 

et al. 
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Fig. 1. Records of the Midas free-tailed bat (Mops midas) in Arabia (A) and the position of the Arabian 

range of this bat within the Arabian Peninsula (inset A in B); dots – previous records (1 – Al Mowassam, 

2 – Al Jowa), asterisk – new record.

Fig. 2. The Asir Mountains, ca. 7 km south of Haqw, the locality of the new record of the Midas free-

tailed bat (Mops midas) in Saudi Arabia. Photo: J. Šmíd.
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Arabian and African specimens of various animal groups, provided additional information 
for the locality of two individuals of Mops midas

situated in the south-westernmost corner of the country [Jazan Region, 16°25’N, 42°49’E, 

Another record of the Midas free-tailed bat was made in the village of Al Jowa [Jazan 

Herein, we report a new record of the Midas free-tailed bat from Saudi Arabia, the third 

rather accidentally during a herpetological survey of the Asir Mountains, south-western Saudi 

partly decomposed, the specimen was prepared as a skull and skeleton and was deposited 
in the collection of the National Museum (Natural History), Prague, Czech Republic (NMP 

are broken), which is rather surprising given that the animal was likely hit by a car when on 

to the dimensions known for Mops midas

than seventy specimens of the species from sub-Saharan Africa, including Ethiopia, Sudan, 

Fig. 3. Skull and mandible of the newly collected specimen of the Midas free-tailed bat (Mops midas) 

from near Haqw, Saudi Arabia (NMP 96880). The scale bars = 10 mm. Photo: J. Štundl.
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This new record of the Midas free-tailed bat is not only the northernmost record of this 

13 km further south (in the latitudinal sense) compared to the newly recorded site in Saudi 

Acknowledgements

References

Tadarida midas

Mops midas

Mops midas (Chiroptera: Molossidae) from 


