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THE POLISH ONLINE DATABASE ,LIBRARIES OF DISSOLVED MONASTERIES:
HISTORY, OWNERSHIP MARKS, SOURCES”

Izabela Wiencek

The Polish online database ,,Libraries of Dissolved Monasteries: History, Ownership Marks, Sources*

Abstract: The project “The Cultural Heritage of the Monasteries Dissolved in the Former Polish Commonwealth and in Silesia during the
18th and 19th Centuries: The Fate, Importance, Inventory” (www.kasaty.pl), which has been worked on in the Early Printed Books
Department of the University of Warsaw Library since September 2012, aims to describe and make accessible the remnants of approx.
120 identified Polish monastic libraries (ca 10,000 volumes) in the collections of the University of Warsaw Library. The first part of the
project includes a description of approx. 100 libraries limited to those represented in the collection of the University Library by at least three
volumes. The results of the work will be accessible in the online database Libraries of Dissolved Monasteries: History, Ownership Marks,
Sources. The records will consist of the history of a monastic library, variant forms of its name used in the provenance notes and marks,
digital images of the pertinent provenance notes and marks and information on pertinent catalogues, lists of books, inventories etc.

Keywords: Provenance evidence — cultural heritage — provenance research — Polish Commonwealth and Silesia in the 18th and 19th
centuries — monastic libraries — University of Warsaw Library

Since September 2012, the Early Printed Books
Department of the University of Warsaw Library has
participated in the project “The Cultural Heritage of the
Monasteries Dissolved in the Former Polish Commonwealth
and in Silesia during the 18th and 19th Centuries: The Fate,
Importance, Inventory” (www.kasaty.pl) — a research project
carried out under the supervision of Prof. Marek Derwich,
with the financial support from the National Program for
the Development of Humanities.

In the framework of this scheme, the project’s website
will be expanded with an online database Libraries of Dissolved
Monasteries: History, Ownership Marks, Sources. It will
include more detailed, annotated records of the monastic
libraries with an attached material including i.a. the images
of characteristic provenance marks and records.

In the University of Warsaw Library (UWL), fragments
of ca 120 libraries (ca 10,000 volumes), of monasteries
dissolved in the area of the former Polish Commonwealth in
the 18th and 19th centuries have been identified so far. The
initial phase of the project will include a description of ca
100 libraries, each of which is represented by at least three
volumes in the UWL early printed books collection. By the
beginning of 2012, twenty libraries from various monastic
orders were described. They comprise: the Basilians of Bar,
the Franciscan Observants (Bernardines) of Lowicz, the
Canons Regular of the Holy Sepulcher of Miechow and
Przeworsk, the Cistercians of Lad, Sulejow and Wachock,
the Jesuits of Kalisz, Lublin, f.omza, Ptock and Warsaw, the
Canons Regular of the Lateran of Kalisz and Mstow, the
Norbertine Order of Hebddéw and Witéw, the Norbertine
Nuns of Imbramowice, the Paulinians of Warsaw and
Wielgomtyny, and the Piarists of Lomza. The illustrative

material in the database includes 126 image files. The
outcomes of the research described above are not available
online yet; they will probably be published in the next year.
The information on the following stages of this project will
be included in the next issue of Hereditas Monasteriorum
http://hm kasaty.pl/language/pl/.

Library labels used by the Cistercians in Sulejow. BUW
7.38.3.5, 7.3.8.12, 7.42.6.53
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Stamps of the Cistercians in Wqchock. BUW 7.45.6.6

According to an outline prepared in the Early Printed
Books Department, the main entry consists of the following
parts: 1) the history of the library, 2) images and 3) sources.
The first item contains, among others, variant forms of the
name of the library used in provenance marks and notes,
and a concise history of the library (the various stages of its
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development, information on acquisitions and losses, on
librarians and donors, etc.). The image-information section
includes a selection of characteristic provenance marks and
notes, with their content captured in extenso and with the
respective comments. The sources provide information on
the library inventories and early printed catalogs as well as
on the recent secondary literature on the subject.

For the Early Printed Books Department of the
University of Warsaw Library, this project is an opportunity
for a modern presentation of the outcomes of many years of
painstaking work and the conclusion of specific research
results. The accumulation of the images of various provenance
records of monastic libraries provides not only the basis for
the preparation of a short monograph on provenance marks
and notes but also an opportunity to identify other individual
or institutional collections containing similar provenance
records.

ONLINE DATABAZE ,,KNIHOVNY ZRUSENYCH KLASTERU V POLSKU: DEJINY,

VLASTNICKE ZNACKY, PROVENIENCE*

Izabela Wiencek

Oddéleni starych tisk VarSavské univerzitni knihovny
spolupracuje od zafi 2012 na projektu ,,Kulturni dédictvi
zruSenych klasteri na izemi nékdejsitho Velkého Polska
a Slezska béhém 18. a 19. stoleti: osud, vyznam, evidence*
(http://www.kasaty.pl) — vyzkumny projekt pod vedenim prof.
Marka Derwiche s finanéni podporou Narodniho programu
pro rozvoj humanitnich véd.

V ramci této spoluprace bude webova stranka projektu
roz§ifena o online databazi Knihovny zruSenych klasterii:
déjiny, viastnické znacky, provenience, prameny, kterd bude
obsahovat rozsifené anotované zaznamy o klasternich knihov-
nach s piilohami obsahujicimi mimo jiné také snimky cha-
rakteristickych provenien¢nich znacek a zaznamd.

Ve Varsavské univerzitni knihovné byly dosud identi-
fikovany fragmenty piiblizné 120 knihoven (cca 10 000 svaz-
ki) klasterti zrusenych v 18. a 19. stoleti na uzemi n¢kdej-
Siho Velkého Polska. Soucasti pocatecni faze projektu bude
popis piiblizné 100 knihoven, z nichz kazda je doloZena mi-
nimalné tfemi svazky ve sbirce starych tiskti VarSavské
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univerzitni knihovny. Poc¢atkem roku 2012 bylo popsano
celkem 20 knihoven, které pivodné nalezely riznym fe-
holnim tadiim, mezi nimiz figuruji: basiliani v Baru, fran-
tiskani observanti (bernardini) v Lowiczi, feholni kanovnici
Boziho hrobu v Miechéwé a Przeworsku, cisterciaci v La-
du, Sulejéwe a Wachocku, jezuité v Kaliszi, Lublinu, Lom-
ze, Plocku a Varsavé, feholni lateransti kanovnici v Kaliszi
a Mstowe, premonstrati v Hebdowé a Witowe, premon-
stratky v Imbramowicich, paulinky ve VarSavé a Wielgo-
mtynech a piaristé v Lomze. Ilustracni material baze obsa-
huje 126 obrazovych soubori. Vysledky vyzkumu nastiné-
ného vyse dosud nejsou piistupné online. Zvetfejnény budou
pravdépodobné v zavéru tohoto roku. Zpravy o nasledu-
jicich etapach projektu budou uvefejnény v piistim vydani
Hereditas Monasteriorum (http://hm kasaty.pl/ language/pl/).

Podle vzoru vypracovaného oddélenim starych tiskl se-
stava struktura hlavniho zaznamu z nasledujicich casti: 1) dé-
jiny knihovny, 2) obrazové informace, 3) prameny. Prvni
slozka obsahuje mimo jiné variantni podoby jména knihovny,



které se objevuji v proveniencnich znackach a poznamkach,
struéné déjiny knihovny (jednotlivé etapy jejiho vyvoje,
informace o kniznich akvizicich a ztratach, o knihovnicich
a darcich atd.). Slozka obrazovych informaci obsahuje
vybér charakteristickych proveniencnich znacek a pozna-
mek s jejich obsahem zachycenym in extenso a s prislus-
nymi komentati. Slozka prameny obsahuje informace o kni-
hovnich soupisech a historickych tisténych katalozich, ale
i nejnovejsi sekundarni literaturu k tématu.

Tento projekt je pro oddéleni starych tiski VarSavské
univerzitni knihovny prilezitosti k moderni formé prezentace
vysledkt dlouholeté peclivé prace a vyusténim konkrétnich
vysledkl vyzkumu. Shromazd’ovani snimkt rozlicnych pro-
veniencnich zaznamt klasternich knihoven nepfedstavuje
pouze zakladnu pro pfipravu struéné monografie o prove-
nienc¢nich znackach a poznamkach, ale soucasné prilezitost
k identifikaci dalSich osobnich ¢i instituciondlnich sbirek
s obdobnymi provenien¢nimi zaznamy.
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