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BARAGWANATHIA BREVIFOLIOIDES, A NOMEN NOVUM FOR B. BREVIFOLIA P.KRAFT
ET KVACEK, 2017

PETR KRAFT', tZLATKO KVACEK'

"Institute of Geology and Palaeontology, Faculty of Science, Charles University, Albertov 6, 128 43 Prague 2, the Czech Republic;
e-mail: kraft@natur.cuni.cz.

Kraft, P., tKvacek, Z. (2021): Baragwanathia brevifolioides, a nomen novum for B. brevifolia P.KRAFT et KvACEK, 2017. — Fossil
Imprint, 77(1): 53—54, Praha. ISSN 2533-4050 (print), ISSN 2533-4069 (on-line).

Abstract: Baragwanathia brevifolioides is established as a nomen novum for B. brevifolia P.KrarT et Kvacek, 2017,
recently described from the Silurian of the Prague Basin, Czech Republic and revealed as a later homonym of B. brevifolia

Hunpr, 1952.
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Introduction

Following our description of the new species
Baragwanathia brevifolia P.XKrarT et Kvacek, 2017,
A.Doweld (pers. comm.) noticed that there is anomenclatural
error. The name was previously used by Hundt (1952)
for a fossil remain from the upper Silurian black shale
discovered in Thuringia, Germany. He provided an unclear
formal description of the new species but requirements for
recognition of a new name validity were achieved. He based
the new species on a single specimen (Hundt 1952: 27, fig.
4), which represents a holotype (Turland et al. 2018: Art.
9.1). We tried to find that specimen in collections containing
Hundt’s material and use it for comparison, but its repository
remains unknown to us. However, the specimen seems to be
poorly preserved and its figure (Hundt 1952: fig. 4) is of low
quality. Thus, no details can be recognized in the image, and
even its determination as a plant fragment remains dubious.
Regardless of the actual nature and taxonomic status of
this specimen, Hundt’s name remains valid as provided
by the International Code of Nomenclature for algae,
fungi, and plants (Turland et al. 2018: 54.1(a)). As a result,
Baragwanathia brevifolia P.XRAFT et KvaCek, 2017 is a later
homonym of B. brevifolia Hunpt, 1952 (holotype: the
specimen figured by Hundt (1952) in fig. 4, which was found
at Ronneburg-Raitzhain in the lower Ludlow of Thuringia,
Germany; its current repository is unknown). A replacement
name for B. brevifolia PXKrarT et KvaCek, 2017 was
established to rectify this inadmissible nomenclatural
duplicity. The new name is different but derived from the
earlier published epithet “brevifolia” to follow the original
reference to the typical feature.
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Systematic palaeobotany

Phylum Lycopodiophyta D.H. Scort, 1900
Class Lycopodiopsida BARTLING, 1830
Family Drepanophycaceae KRAUSEL et WEYLAND, 1949

Genus Baragwanathia W.H.LANG et COOKsON, 1935

Baragwanathia brevifolioides P.KraFT et KvACEK nom. nov.
Text-fig. 1

Replaced synonym. Baragwanathia brevifolia
P.KRAFT et KvacCek, 2017, Gondwana Res., p. 183, figs 3A,
B, D, F-J, 4A-C.

Holotype. KR 1, housed in the collection of the
Czech Geological Survey, Prague, Czech Republic (figured
in Kraft and Kvacek 2017: figs 3A, B, D, F-J, 4A—C and
Text-fig. 1 here).

Plant Fossil Names Registry Number.
PFN002239.

Etymology. After short microphylls.

Type locality. Karlstejn — Ve Spaleném (near
house no. 132), Czech Republic.

Type horizon.PozaryFormation;Neocolonograptus
ultimus Biozone; Pfidoli, Silurian.

Diagnosis. Slender axes bearing subtle, linear and
moderately long microphylls, uniform in dense arrangement,
truncate or rounded at tips, showing a median midrib.
Branching of stems isotomous. Apices of axes enfolded in
a dense tuft of upward-facing microphylls (according to
Kraft and Kvacek 2017: 183).
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Text-fig. 1. Baragwanathia brevifolioides P.KrRAFT et KVACEK
nom. nov. Holotype (KR 1). Scale bar equals 10 mm.
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