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Ve dnech 19. az 28. srpna 1968 kona se v Praze XXIII. mezinarodnf 
geologicky kongres. K prflezitosti kongresu vydava Prfrodovedecke mu
zeum Narodnfho muzea v Praze i toto zvlastnf cislo Sborniku Narodniho 
muzea. Neni to ovsem jedina akce Prirodovedeckeho muzea k teto pri
lezitosti, tim spiSe, ze v roce 1968 slavi Narodni muzeum i 150. vyrocr 
sveho zalozenL Na tomto miste se chci zminit pouze o tech akcich, ktere 
se pflmo tykaji geologickych ved, ktere tedy pfipravuji oddeleni mine
ralogicke, petrograficke a paleontologicke. 

Krome periodik, jez muzeum pravidelne vydava, vychazeji dalSf publi
kace, z nichz tri jsou venovany geologicke tematice. Pracovnici paleonto
logickeho oddeleni pfipravujf katalog trilobitl'l a pracovnici mineralo
gickeho oddeleni katalog sbirky meteoritu a katalog sbirky drahych 
kamenu. 

Katalog trilobitu vychazi jako prvy svazek velkeho Katalogu typu 
fosilni fl6ry a fauny ze sbirek Narodniho muzea v Praze. Prestoze pa
leontologicke oddeleni vlastni desitky tisicu techto typu, nebyly dosud 
tiskem zverejneny jejich katalogy. Tim se Narodni muzeun1 lis! od 
vetSiny velkych zahranicnfch muzei, ktere se touto cestou snazi in
formovat badatele. Bylo proto rozhodnuto, ze u prflezitosti oslav 150 let 
existence Narodniho muzea v Praze bude v jubilejnfm roce vydan prvni 
svazek. Protoze sbirky paleontologickeho oddeleni obsahuji az na n1ale 
vyjimky vsechny doklady k pracim publikovanyn1 o ceskych a morav
skych trilobitech, podava katalog prehled trilobitove fauny CSSR. Kata
log je usporadan abecedne podle nazvu kategorie druhu. Pflslusne ro
dove nazvy, pokud doslo behem doby k zn1ene, jsou uvedeny na dru
hem mfste. 

Vydanim katalogu meteoritu, sbirky materialu tak vzacneho a vedecky 
vyznamneho, sleduje se predevsim potreba seznamit vedecke pracov
niky, zabyvajici se naukou o meteoritech, s dfilezitymi doklady, ktere 
jsou pro jejich praci nezbytne. Az dosud vysly tri katalogy teto sbirky. 
Hlavni pricinou vydani dalSiho neni jen jeji vzrust, ale predevsim po
krok, jaky ucinila mlada veda o meteoritech, ktery si prfrrio vynutil nave 
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zhodnoceni sbirky. Proto byla zaroveii provedena podrobna vedecka re
vize, zejmena pokud jde o systematicke zarazeni kusu. Kazdy v kata
logu uvedeny a ve sbirce Narodniho muzea v Praze zastoupeny meteorit 
je oznacen nejuzivanejsim nazvem mista padu nebo nalezu, k nemuz 
je pripojena i jeho zemepisna situace. K docHeni orientace jsou pripo
jeny i zemepisne souradnice. Vzhledem k dosud neplne objasnene otazce 
puvodu tektitu, jsou zde uvedeny i jejj.ch na.lezy. Je to tim . dulezitejsi, 
ze zdejsi sbirka tektitu je nejvyssi sveho druhu na svete. 

Ponekud podobne poslani ma i katalog sbirky brousenych drahych 
kamenu Narodniho muzea v Praze, ktery chce seznamit ceskoslovenske 
i zahranicni pracovniky, zabyvajici se gemologil, s nejvetsi ceskoslo
venskou sbirkou drahych kamenu. Katalog je upraven tak, aby podaval 
prehled nejen o stavu sbirky, ale aby seznamil zajen1ce o drahe kameny 
prakticky se vsemi nerosty uzivanymi k tomuto ucelu. Jednotlive ne
rosty jsou zde serazeny podle mineralogickeho systemu, aby cely kata
log byl prehledny predevsim pro zajemce z rad odborniku. Vzhledem 
k znacnemu rozsahu sbirky podava katalog i prehled o nejruznejsich 
zpusobech opracovani jednotlivych kamem1. 

Jubilejni rok 1968 si vyzaduje i novou koncepci prirodovedeckych ex
pozic i nekterych depozitarnich sbirek. z oboru geologickych ved se 
tyto zmeny projevi nejvice v expozicich a depozitarich paleontologic
kych. Nova paleontologicka expozice si podrzi dusledne vyvojove pojeti, 
avsak zaroveii bude odpovidat soudobe vystavni technice. 

Podavat sirsi verejnosti poznatky o vyhynulych organismech na Zemi 
je ukol velmi nesnadny. Stratigraficky sled dokladu o vyvoji organismu 
sice poskytuje urcite kontinuitni meritko, avsak mnozstvi materialu, 
jeho neuplnost, nebarevnost, zdanliva staticnost a neatraktivnost vetSiny 
objektu vytvorenf moderni expozice znacne ztezuji. Proto zde byla zvlaste 
dulezita citliva volba exponatu. Pocet vystavnich salu zustava stejny 
jako doposud, vystavni plocha se vsak ponekud omezuje na ukor depo
zitaru. Podle sledu salu daneho smerem prohlidky, seznamf se navstevnik 
V prvnfm sale S vyvoj8111 rostlinstva a ZiVOCisstva Od prinlitivnich pre
l(arnbrickych organizmu az do fosilnfch zbytku angiospern a primatu. 
Expozici uvadf velky strom zivota: schema vyvoje rostlinstva, bezobrat
lych a obratlovcu, vkomponovane do osnovy hlavnich geologickych dab 
v celosvetovem merltku. V dalsich peti salech jsou pak instalovany 
rostlinne a zivociSne zkameneliny z uzemi CSSR ve stratigrafickem sledu 
od ctvrtohor do prekambria. 

Soucasne s novou paleontologickou expozic1 bylo nutno resit i otaz-
1\:u depozitarnich prostor tfm spise, ze stovky domacich i zahranicnich 
badatelu vyzadujf kazdorocne tisice nejruznejs1ch objektu ke studiu. 
Fondy dokladoveho materialu jsou proto postupne prebudovavany tak, 
aby co nejvfce slouzily potrebam praktickeho vyuziti, predevsim typo
veho materialu. 

Jednfm z hlavnfch ukolu Prirodovedeckeho muzea v souvislosti s geo
logickym kongresem je vsak priprava vystavy ,Geologicky obraz Cesko
slovenska", ktera · je soucastf programu kongresu. Vystava .soustredi nej
vyznamnejsi vysledky rozsahleho pruzkumu geologicke stavby statu za 
poslednich dvacet let a ma predevsim zahranicnf badatele seznamit 
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s poslednimi uspechy ceskoslovenske geologie, navazujicimi na vysledky 
cinnosti cetnych stars1ch badatelu po nekolik generacL Zakladni teore
ticky i prakticky vyznam ma sestaveni geologicke mapy republiky v me-
rltku 1 : 200.000. · 

Geologicka _map a bude tvorit teziste prvni casti expozice. Bude do
plnena nastinem regionalni geologie a soucasnym poj etlm geologickeho 
vyvoje obou hlavnich stavebnich jednotek Ceskoslovenska - Ceskeho 
masivu a Zapadn1ch Karpat. Dokumentace nekterych podstatnych vy
sledku studia geologicke stavby statu bude usporadana prehledne podle 
geologickych er. 

Prvni utvar, krystalinikum, soustredi metamorfovane horniny a intru
ziva, proterozoickeho az svrchne kridoveho starL Na ne navaze oddil 
proterozoika nemetamorfovanych az slabe 1netamorfovanych hluboko
morskych ulozenin, ktery soustredi utvary stredoceske a silneji metamor
fovane komplexy pri okraji barrandienskeho proterozoika a v _okoli Ze
leznych hor. DalSi oddil bude venovan starsimu paleozoiku. Mladsi pa
leozoikum se reprezentuje zejmena karbonem. Mesozoikum je v Ces
kem masivu zatoupenci prevazne kridou, v Karpatech je produktem 
geosynklinalniho vyvoje. Zaver tvori tercier a kvarter . 

V druhe casti seznami vystava s cinnostl, metodami a nekterymi vy
raznymi uspechy jednotlivych specialnich oboru_ geologickych ved 
v CSSR. Prvy oddil se bude zabyvat krystalografii, mineralogif a petro
grafiL V. tomto oboru bylo u nas dosazeno pozoruhodnych vysledkfl 
zejmena ve studiu krystalove struktury, jilovych nerostu a v synteze 
monokrystalu. Rozsahly paleontologicky vyzkum pfispel pri sestavo
vani geologickych map i k obohaceni taxonomickych poznatku. Geo
chemicky vyzkum se zabyval rudnimi lozisky, prave tak jako geochemH 
hornin a vod. Oddil geofyziky se zabyva predevsfm mapovanim, hydro
geologicky pitnymi vodnimi zdroji. Pozornost je venovana i inzenyrske 
geologii a loziskum nerostnych surovin. 

Treti cast vystavy prinese prakticke vysledky geologicke prace a de
monstruje prinos geologickych ved spolecnosti. Zvlastni pozornost zde 
bude venovana ceskoslovenske1nu uranovemu prumyslu a ur anovym lo
ziskam ceskoslovenska. 

Tezba nerostnych surovin nese s sebou casta devastaci pfirody a kra
jiny. Rekultivace zde zmirfiuje negativni dusledky cinnosti cloveka jako 
geologickeho cinitele. I temito problemy se bude zabyvat cast vystavy. 
Na vystave bude upozorneno tez na vysledky prace ceskoslovenskych 
geologu a geologickych expedic v zahranici v letech 1953 az 1967. 

Na pNprave celeho libreta pracuje velky autorsky kolektiv z ruznych 
seologickych pracoviSf Ceskych zemi i Slovenska. Na priprave a za
pujceni grafickych a hmotnych exponatu se rovnez podilejf ruzne geo
logicke instituce a tezebnf podniky. Pocita se rovnez s tim, ze po skon
ceni XXIII. mezinarodnfho geologickeho kongresu budou nektere zvlast 
zajimave jeji casti upraveny jako expozice geologie ceskoslovenska, 
a bude dale slouzit i pro sirsi verejnost. 

Vsemi temito akcemi se Prfrodovedecke muzeum Narodniho muzea 
v Praze snazi, aby i ono pfispelo eo nejv1ce ke zdaru XXIII. mezinarod
niho geologickeho kongresu. 
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JiiU KOURIMSKY 

THE 23th INTERNATIONAL GEOLOGICAL CONGRESS 

The 23th International Geological Congress is clue to come off in Prague, August 
19th to 20th, 1968. On this occasion the present special issue of Acta Musei Natio
nalls will be brought out by 1Jhe Natural History Museum of the National Museum 
in Prague. This is, of course, not the only action of the Natural History Museum, 
having regard to the said occasion. All the more so as the year 1968 is the year of 
the 15th anniversary of the National Museum. It is my intention, in this article to 
point out, only those actions which are concerned directly with the Geological 
sciences and which are therefore being prepared by the Mineralogical, Geological 
and Paleontological Department. 

In addition to the regular periodicals issued by the National Museum other publi
cations are forthcoming, three of which are devoted to Geological subjects. The 
workers of the Paleontological Department are preparing a Catalogue of Trilobits 
and the workers of the Mineralogical Department a Catalogue of the Meteorite Col
lections beside a Catalogue of the Gem Collection. 

The Catalogue of Trilobits comes out as the first volume of the great Catalogue 
o.f the Types of Fossil Flora and Fauna in the collections of the National Museum in 
Prague. Though the Paleontological Department is in possession of tens of thousands 
of these types, the catalogues of them have not yet been issued so far. This is in 
which the National Museum differs from most of the other great foreign museums, 
which try to inform the scientific workers in this way. It is for this reason that the 
decision has been taken to publish, on occasion of the l50th anniversary of the 
existence of the National Museum in Prague, the first volume. Since the collections 
of the Paleontological Department contain, apart from some small exeptions all 
the documents related to the works published on Czech and Moravian trilobits, the 
Catalogue presents a synopsis of the tr.ilobit fauna of Czechoslovakia. The Catalogue 
is set up in alphabetic order according to names of the categories of the species. 
The respective names of the species, as far as they, in course ot time, have un-
clegone changes, are given in the second places. · 

By publishing the Catalogue of Meteorites, a collection of a very rare and scienti
fically momentous material in the first place the need has been envisaged to make 
the scientists concerned with the study of meteorites familiar with important do
cuments indispensable for their work. Up to the present clay three catalogues of 
this collection have been published. The main reason for the new publication is 
not only the enlargement of the collection, but first of all the advance of the new 
science of meteorites which called pressingly for a revaluation of the collection. 
That is why, at the same time, a detailed revisi,cn, specially as to the systematic 
classification of the items, has been undertaken, Each meteorite, listed in the Catalo
gue and found in the collection o,f the National Museum in Prague, is marked off with 
the names of point of drop or find, to which the geographical situation is attached. 
To facilitate the orientation, the geographical coordiantes are added. The question 
of the origin of tectites not having been fully classified so far, the points of their 
finds, are given too. This is all the more of importance as the collection in question 
is the largest of its kind in the world. 

To serve a somewhat similar purposes is designed the Catalogue of the Gem Col
lection of the National Museum in Prague, which is intended to make Czechoslovak 
and foreign workers in gemology acquainted with the largest Czechoslovak gem 
collectlon. The Catalogue is made up . in a way such as to not only give a survey 
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of the status of the collection but also to make all those interested in gem stones 
acquainted with all minerals used for this purpose. The minerals are classed here in 
accordance with the mineralogical system as to make the whole Catalogue ready 
to handle in first place to the specialists interested in gems. As the collection is very 
extensive, the Catalogue gives a survey of the most varied fashions of cutting mi
nerals, too. 

The year 1968 calls also for a new conception of the natural history expositions 
and of some depositary collecti01ns. Within the field of the geological sciences these 
changes are bound to be the most outstanding in the paleontological expositions and 
depositaries. The new paleontological exposition will point out a cons•istent evolutionary 
conception but will at the same time keep in line with contempo·rery techniques. 

It is a task extremely hard of solution indeed to make the \vide public acquainted 
with the €Xtinct organisms of the earth. Though the stratigraphical string of proofs 
about the evolution may offer a certain continous criterion, the vast amount of ma
terial, the incompleteness, colorlessness, apparent stationariness and unacractiveness 
of most of the objects make the build up of a modern exposition a very difficult 
affair. That is why a very delicate selection of exhibits was found of importance. 
The number of the exposition halls remains the same as before, the exhibition area, 
however, is to undergo some restriction at the cost of the depositaries. Following 
the given route of inspection, the visitor is made acquia1I1ted, in the first hall, with 
the evolution of flora and fauna from the primitive precambric organisms up to the 
fossil remains of angiosperms and primates. The exposition is introduced by a big tree 
of life; it is a scheme of the evoluti·on of the flora, invertebrates and vertebrates 
set within the framework oof the main geological areas on a world-wide scale. 
In the following five halls there are flora fossils and zoolites from the territory of 
Czechoslovakia in a stratigraphical string from Quarternary to Precambrium. · 

It was necessary, simultaneously with the new paleontological exposition, to. solve 
the problem of the depositary capacity as hunderts of foreign and Czechoslovak 
researchers claim thousands of objects for study every year. Funds of this material 
are therefore being gradually restructured so as to serve the purpose of their 
practical utilisation, expecially as far as the types of material go. 

One of the foremost tasks of the Natural History Museum in connection with the 
Geological Congress, is the preparation of the exhibition "The Geological Picture of 
Czechoslovakia" which is a component part of the congress programme. The exhibition 
will concentrate the most outstanding result of an extensive investigation into the 
geolog!.cal structure of the country within the last twenty years. It is designed in the 
first piace, to make foreign researchers, acquainted with the recent advance of Czecho
slovak geology as linked up with the results of the work of a great many researchers 
otf several ge111eratio.ns. Of a basic theoretical and practical importance is the devising 
of a (1 : 200.000) geological map of the Republic. The geological map will constitute 
the centre of gravity of the first part of the exposition. It will be supplemented by 
an outline of regional geology and the present conception of the geological develop
pent of the two main struc'tural units of Czechoslovakia - the Bohemian Massif and 
the West Carpathians. The documentation of some fundamental results of the studies 
of the geological structure of the country will be arranged according to the geologi
cal eras. 

The first formation, the Crystalline Complexes ( Crystallinicum), will comprise me
tamo.rphosed and intrusive rocks of Protero.zoic to Upper Cretaceous age. It will be 
linked up with the Proterozo.ic complex of nonmetamorphic to slightly metamorphic 
deep-sea deposits which will concentrate the Middle-Bohemian and strongly meta
mophic complexes at the periphery of the Barrandian Proterozoic and the surround
ings of Zelezne hory. The next part will be bevoted to the Early Paleozoic. The Upper 
Paleo70ic is chiefly represented by the Carboniferous. The Mesozoic is in the Bo
hemian Massif represented mostly by Upper Cretaceous sediments, in the Carpathians 
it is the product of geosynclinal development. The concluding part is constituted 
by the Tertiary and Quaternary. 

In its second part, the exhibition will give acount of the activity, methods as well 
as some of the outstanding achievements in the special fields of geology in Gzecho
slo·vakia. The first section will be concerned with crystalography, mineralogy and 
petrography. Remarkable results have been achieved in this field expecially in the 
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study of crystal structures, o,f clay minerals and i1n the synthesis of monocrystals. Ex
tensive paleontological investigation has contributed to the compilation of geological 
maps and has enriched texonomic knowledge. Geochemical investigations were fa
cussed on ore deposite as well as on the geochemi:stry of rocks and waters. The 
section Geophysics is concerned above all with mapping and the hydro.geological with 
drinking-water sources. Attention is payed to engineering geology and the deposits 
of mineral raw materials. The third part of the exhibition will present some practical 
results of geological research and demonstrate the contribution of geological science 
to society. Speci·al attention will be payed to the Czechoslovak uranium industry and 
to the uranium deposits in Czechoslovakia. 

Mining will frequently entail deva·station of both nature and landscape. Reclama
tion will reduce the negative consequences of the activity of man as a geological 
factor. These problems, too, will be the subject of a part of the exhibition. The re
sults of the work of Czechoslovak geologists and geological expeditions abroad in the 
years 1953-67 will . be drawn attenion to. 

The preparatory work on the libretto is being done by a large coHective of authors 
from various geo1ogical institutes in the Czech countries and Slovakia. Different 
geological institutes and mining concerns, too., are takeing their share in preparing 
and loaning graphical and physical exhibits. The 23th International Geolngical 
Congress concluded, some parrs of the exposition of special interest are bound to be 
rearranged as an expo,sition of the geology of Czechoslovakia and to be of benefit to 
the wide public. 

It is the objective of all these actions of the Natural History Museums of the 
National Museum in Prague to make the 23th International Geological Congress 
a SUCCe'SS. 
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