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I EDITORIAL

ARCHEOLOGIE & ANTROPOLOGIE: METODY BIOARCHEOLOGIE V PRAXI

Predkladané dvojcislo ¢asopisu prinasi pét recenzovanych studii, tfi rozliéné zpravy a jednu recenzi odborné publikace. Po Sesti
letech je hlavnim tématem dvojcisla opét spoluprace védnich obori archeologie a antropologie. Prvni tfi studie totiz navazuji na
paty ro¢nik konference Archeologie & Antropologie, ktera se konala po delsi covidové prestavee 9. listopadu 2023 v Historické
budové Narodniho muzea. Vybrané téma , Metody bioarcheologie v praxi* ptilikalo pies sto posluchaéti z Ceské a Slovenské
republiky. Vzhledem k zvolenému tématu byli potadateli (kromé organizator z Oddéleni praveku a antického staroveku) zno-
vu po dvandcti letech i kolegové z Antropologického oddé€leni, s nimiz jsme v roce 2011 tradici téchto jednodennich setkani
zahajovali.

Dopoledni program sestaval z Sesti delsich key note lectures, béhem nichz fe¢nici podrobnéji rozebrali problematiku izo-
topové rekonstrukce stravy v minulosti, archeogenetiku a migrace, vyuziti zobrazovacich metod pfi studiu minulych populaci,
nové metody odhadu véku doziti a moznosti detekce biologickych ptibuzenskych vztahti v bioarcheologii na zakladé morfolo-
gie kosti a zubt. Odpoledne zaznélo osm kratsich prispévku, které ptiblizily dal$i novéjsi metody, napt. studium sedimentarni
aDNA, analyzy zubniho kamene aj. Souéasti odpoledniho programu byla i projekce filmového dokumentu Syfilis a lepra: Pri-
prava ke genomickym analyzam, vcetne vzorkovani a fotodokumentace od Vaclava Smréky, Vita Zapletala a Zdenky Musilové.
Odprezentovano bylo i Sest podnétnych posterti pojednavajicich napt. o genomovych adaptacich soucasnych lidskych populaci
jakozto ukazateli minulé subsistence ¢i 0 novych moznostech zkoumani zarovych pohibti. Vysoka navstévnost i pozitivni ohlasy
dokazuji, ze takového mezioborové setkani v $ir§im plénu ma smysl, a tudiz budeme radi i nadale v jeho pofadani pokracovat.

Vratime-li se nyni k obsahu tohoto dvojéisla, prvni ptispévek antropolozky Evy Chocholové pichledné predstavuje a do-
porucuje metody pouzitelné pti analyze zubniho kamene v archeologii, a to od popisnych, nedestruktivnich az po destruktivni
s ohledem na ziskani maxima informaci v ném obsazenych. Tyto metody umoziuji ziskat poznatky o strave, lidském mikrobio-
mu, zdravotnim stavu, kontaktu nebo migracich ¢i kulturnich aspektech zivota konkrétniho zkoumaného jedince. Sinolog Jakub
Marsalek se ve druhém textu pokousi pomoci kombinace vysledkl archeogenetiky a rekonstrukce stravy na zakladé analyzy
stabilnich izotopti z lidskych a zvifecich poziistatkii vytvofit komplexni obraz vyvoje v oblasti severni Ciny kolem Zluté feky
od pocatki produktivniho hospodafstvi po sjednoceni regionu pod vladou prvnich cisafskych dynastii. Vysledkem je postihnuti
procesii postupné domestikace zakladnich zemédélskych plodin severni Ciny a dopadi jejich proméiujiciho se vyznamu ve
stravé na vyvoj prehistorickych a ran¢ historickych spole¢nosti i na pohyby lidskych skupin. V nasledujicim ¢lanku kolektiv
slovenskych autorti — Eva Petrej¢ikova, Jana Gal'ova, Sona Kalafutova, Lukas Trnkus a Miroslava Dvoncova — piiblizuje zaji-
mavy nalez koster Zeny a ditéte ulozenych v netradiéni poloze ve spoleéném hrob¢ na lokalité¢ Kosice — Krasna ve vychodnim
Slovensku.

Jiz mimo hlavni téma byly do dvojcisla zafazeny dalsi dva texty, prvni z nich sice jesté s archeologickou tematikou, ale jiz
spiSe muzejniho zaméfeni. Autorky Hedvika Sedlackova, Helena Svobodova a Dana Rohanova se vénuji ne¢ekanému nalezu
antickych skel (v€etné fragmentu luxusniho diatreta) ve sbirce Narodniho muzea, a to po strance typologického rozboru a datace
zlomkd, ale fesi i otazku jejich plivodu a akvizice do muzejnich sbirek. Posledni studii je text kuratorky a kunsthistoricky Pavly
Mikesové, kterou v depozitaii Oddéleni starSich ¢eskych dé&jin Narodniho muzea upoutala nezndma olejomalba zobrazujici
Alegorii léta. Ve véci autorstvi dila obraci pozornost k nizozemské rodiné Valckenborchti a posléze na zakladé analyz urcuje
nejpravdépodobnéjsiho malife.

Sekce Zpravy zustala Gisté archeologicka. Ctenati zde naleznou piipominku Zivotniho jubilea archeologa Narodniho muzea
Milana Licky, ktery letos oslavil osmdesat pét let, informaci od archeologa Zdenka Benese o festivalu pro vetejnost Markoma-
nia, jehoz tfeti ro¢nik uspésné probehl opét na stiedoceské Pichote, a zpravu o vysledcich vyzkumu slovenskych kolegl stu-
dujicich artrotické zmény na kloubech palct dolnich koncetin koster ze zaniknutych klastert. Zavéreéna recenze Jana Eignera
prenese ¢tenare do ¢asti loveii-sbéracu, jichz se tyka recenzovany sbornik Short-Term Occupations in Paleolithic Archaeology.
Definition and Interpretation. Kratkodob¢ osidlené lokality jsou pro paleolit ¢i mezolit pomérné typickym fenoménem, jednot-
livé ptispévky pojednavaji o moznostech jejich identifikace, nasledného zkoumani a interpretace a pfinaseji piipadové studie
zejména ze zapadni a stfedni Evropy.

Lucie Vélova



ARCHAEOLOGY & ANTHROPOLOGY: BIOARCHAEOLOGICAL METHODS
IN PRACTICE

This double issue of the journal features five peer-reviewed studies, three diverse news reports, and one review of a scientific
publication. After six years, the main theme of this double issue once again centres on the collaboration between the fields of
archaeology and anthropology. The first three studies are a follow-up to the fifth Archaeology & Anthropology conference, held
on November 9, 2023, in the Historical Building of the National Museum, after a long COVID-19 hiatus. The chosen topic
“Methods of Bioarchaeology in Practice”, attracted over a hundred attendees from the Czech and Slovak Republics. Given this
selected topic, the organisers (in addition to the organisers from the Department of Prehistory and Classical Antiquity) were
again after twelve years also colleagues from the Department of Anthropology, with whom we started the tradition of these one-
day meetings in 2011.

The morning program consisted of six longer keynote lectures, during which speakers discussed in more detail the issues of
isotopic reconstruction of past diets, archaeogenetics and migration, the use of imaging methods in the study of past populations,
new methods of estimating the age at death, and the possibility of detecting biological relationships in bioarchaeology based
on bone and tooth morphology. In the afternoon, eight shorter presentations were given that introduced other newer methods,
such as sedimentary aDNA studies, dental calculus analysis, and more. The afternoon program included a projection of the film
documentary “Syphilis and Leprosy: Preparation for Genomic Analyses, including sampling and photo documentation” by Va-
clav Smrcka, Vit Zapletal, and Zdenka Musilova. Six stimulating posters were also presented, covering, for example, genomic
adaptations of contemporary human populations as an indicator of past subsistence, or new possibilities for studying cremation
burials. The high attendance and the positive feedback show that such an interdisciplinary meeting in a broader field makes
sense, and therefore we will be happy to continue to organise it.

Returning to the content of this double issue, the first contribution by anthropologist Eva Chocholova clearly presents and
recommends methods applicable to the analysis of dental calculus in archaeology, ranging from descriptive, non-destructive
to destructive ones, with a view to obtaining the maximum information contained in the dental calculus. These methods make
it possible to gain insights into the diet, human microbiome, health, contact or migration, and cultural aspects of the life of the
particular individual under study. In the second text, Sinologist Jakub Marsalek attempts to use a combination of archacogene-
tics and dietary reconstruction based on stable isotope analysis of human and animal remains to create a comprehensive picture
of the development of northern China around the Yellow River from the beginnings of a productive economy to the unification
of the region under the first imperial dynasties. As a result, it traces the processes of the gradual domestication of the staple
agricultural crops of northern China and the impact of their changing importance in the diet on the development of prehistoric
and early historic societies and on the movements of human groups. In the following article, a collective of Slovak authors — Eva
Petrejcikova, Jana Galova, Sona Kalafutova, Lukas Trnkus, and Miroslava Dvoncova — describe the interesting discovery of
the skeleton of a woman and a child buried in an unusual position in a common grave at the site of KoSice — Krasna in eastern
Slovakia.

Outside of the main topic, two more texts were included in the double issue, the first of them with archaeological content,
but rather museum-oriented. The authors Hedvika Sedlackova, Helena Svobodova and Dana Rohanova deal with the unexpec-
ted discovery of ancient glass (including a fragment of a luxury diatretum) in the collection of the National Museum, regarding
the typological analysis and dating of the fragments, but they also address the question of their origin and acquisition into the
museum collections. The last text was written by curator and art historian Pavla MikeSova, who was intrigued by an unknown
oil painting depicting the Allegory of Summer in the depository of the Department of Older Czech History of the National Mu-
seum. In the matter of the authorship of the work, she turns her attention to the Dutch Valckenborch family, out of which she
then determines the most likely painter on the basis of analyses.

The news reports section remained purely archacological. Readers will find a commemoration of the jubilee of the National
Museum archaeologist Milan Licka, who turned 85 this year, an update from archaeologist Zden¢k Benes about the Markomania
festival for the public, the third year of which was successfully held again at Pichora in Central Bohemia, and a report on the
results of research by Slovak colleagues studying of arthritic changes in the joints the thumbs of the lower limbs of skeletons
from extinct monasteries. The final review by Jan Eigner takes the reader back to the times of the hunter-gatherers discussed
in the reviewed volume “Short-Term Occupations in Paleolithic Archaeology: Definition and Interpretation”. Short-term occu-
pation sites are a relatively typical phenomenon for the Paleolithic or Mesolithic, and the individual contributions discuss the
possibilities of their identification, subsequent investigation, and interpretation, providing case studies from Western and Central
Europe in particular.
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