Editorial

Vazeni ¢tenari,

Casopis Musicalia vstoupil do druhého roéniku. | v ném se zamérujeme predevsim na bo-
haté sbirky Ceského muzea hudby a informujeme o zp(isobech jejich prezentace vefej-
nosti.

Toto dvojcislo otiskuje tfi rozsahlejsi studie. Prvni z nich je vénovana Josefu Bohusla-
vu Foerstrovi, jehoZ jubileum (150. vyro&i narozeni) jsme oslavovali v minulém roce. Plod-
ny skladatel je pfipomenut také jako vyznamny hudebni kritik a publicista i jako nadany
malit. Dal$i prace pojednava o osobnosti Foerstrovi generacné blizké. Karel Hoffmann
pUsobil CtyFi desetileti jako primarius Ceského kvarteta a spolu se svymi kolegy proslavil
ve svété Ceské reprodukéni umeéni. Na zakladé Hoffmannovy pozlstalosti nahlédneme
do zakulisi koncertni agendy zejména v 10. a 20. letech 20. stoleti. Treti studie se zabyva
c¢eskym melodramem. Rozsahly repertoar, jehoz databazi autorka vytvari, je podkladem
nejen pro dalsi vyzkum, ale i pro interprety. KaZdoroéné - jiz po dvanacté - se o tom
muUzeme presvédcit na Mezinarodnim festivalu koncertnino melodramu. K mezivalec¢né
skladatelské generaci a Ceskému kvartetu se opé&t vracime v pfispévku, ktery &tenafiim
predstavuje nasi novou akvizici. Houslista Josef Suk v&noval Ceskému muzeu hudby pa-
matky na svého dédecka, skladatele téhoz jména. Jsou mezi nimi predevSim autografy
a opisy skladeb, korespondence, osobni doklady, fotografie aj.

Nechybéji ,portréty“ zajimavych sbirkovych predmétu. Vite, jak vypadaly linkovace no-
tovych osnov? Pokud je znamo, dochovalo se jich ve svété jen dvacet pét a Ctyfi z nich se
nachézeji ve sbirkach Ceského muzea hudby. O ,Machatonkach* a dalsich netradiénich
hudebnich nastrojich se dozvite z prispévku o Jaroslavu Machatovi.

V uplynulém roce oslavilo Ceské muzeum hudby pét let plisobeni v rekonstruované
budové byvalého kostela v Karmelitské ulici. Nové prostory nabidly lepsi podminky k pre-
zentaci sbirek. Toto dvojcislo je doplnéno prehledem vystav, které se v muzeu uskutecnily
do roku 2008. Podrobnéji je pojednan stézZejni vystavni projekt v roce 50. vyroCi Gmrti
Bohuslava Martin(.

Vazeni ¢tenafri, v lonském roce jsme si precetli nékolik zahrani¢nich recenzi prvniho
rocniku Musicalii a to nam dodava chut do dalsi prace. Podporte nas, prosim, i vy. Re-
cenzi, citaci, objednanim nového cisla, doporuc¢enim dalSim zajemcim. Také na vasem
ohlasu zavisi dalsi trvani ¢asopisu.

JANA VOJTESKOVA,
vedouci redaktorka
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Dear readers,

The journal Musicalia has now entered its second year. Again we are focusing primarily
on the rich collections of the Czech Museum of Music, and providing information about
the ways they are presented to the public.

This double issue contains three major studies. The first is devoted to Josef Bohuslav
Foerster, whose jubilee (the 150th anniversary of his birth) we celebrated last year. We
commemorate this prolific composer also as an important music critic and journalist, and
as a gifted painter as well. The second study discusses another musician of Foerster’'s
generation, Karel Hoffmann, who served for four decades as first violinist of the Czech
Quartet and, together with his colleagues, made Czech performance art famous all
over Europe. Based on materials from Hoffmann’s estate we take a look ‘behind the
scenes’ of the world of concert presentation, especially in the second and third decades
of the twentieth century. The third study is devoted to Czech melodrama. This extensive
repertoire, for which the article’s author is creating a database, is a goldmine not only for
further research but for performers. Each year - for twelve times already - we have had
the opportunity to confirm this in the International Festival of Concert Melodrama.

We return once more to the inter-war generation of composers and the Czech Quartet
in a contribution that introduces to readers a new acquisition of ours. The violinist Josef
Suk has donated to the Czech Museum of Music a large set of memorabilia pertaining
to his grandfather, the composer of the same name, consisting primarily of autographs
and manuscript copies of compositions, correspondence, personal documents, and
photographs.

Nor have we failed to include in this double issue ‘portraits’ of interesting items in
our collections. Do you know what rastra looked like - instruments for drawing musical
staves? Only twenty-five are known to be preserved in the world, and four of them
are found in the collections of the Czech Museum of Music. You'll also find out about
‘Machatonky’ and other untraditional musical instruments, in an article about Jaroslav
Machat.

Last year the Czech Museum of Music celebrated its first five years of operations
in the remodelled building of a former church on Karmelitska street - new premises
which have provided improved conditions for presenting the collections. Rounding out
this double issue are an overview of exhibitions held in the new museum building through
2008, and more detailed discussion of a major exhibition project in 2009 - the year of
the fiftieth anniversary of the death of Bohuslav Martin(.

Last year we had several reviews of the first year of Musicalia in journals outside
the Czech Republic, and they whetted our appetite for further work. We hope that you,
too, will support us - with reviews and citations, by ordering the new double issue, and
through recommendations to others who might be interested. The continuation of the
journal depends in part on your response.

JANA VOJITESKOVA,
Editor in Chief
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