
Taxonomic and nomenclatural status of vertebrate species
described by Franz Wilibald Schmidt in 1795

Jiří Mlíkovský and Petr Benda

Department of Zoology, National Museum, Václavské náměstí 68, CZ-115 79 Praha 1, Czech Republic;
e-mails: jiri.mlikovsky@nm.cz, petr.benda@nm.cz

Received 16 March 2005 Accepted 19 May 2005

A b s t r a c t . Franz Wilibald Schmidt (1764–1796) described in 1795 seven species of mammals, birds and
fishes, but subsequent systematists overlooked the existence of these names. The following names were
found valid: Sorex talpinus (= Sorex alpinus) in mammals, and Strix bohemica (= Glaucidium passer-
inum), Motacilla alpestris (= Motacilla cinerea) and Turdus montanus (= Turdus torquatus alpestris) in
birds. The following names were found to be nomina nuda: Picus squamatus (Aves), and Salmo caeruleus
and Cyprinus asper (Osteichthyes). Sorex talpinus Schmidt, 1795 and Turdus montanus Schmidt, 1795 are
oldest available names for the  respective taxa, but both had to be set aside as nomina oblita in favor of
Sorex alpinus Schinz, 1837 and Turdus torquatus alpestris (Brehm, 1831), respectively. In addition, Sch-
midt (1795) validated four infrasubspecific names used by previous authors, incl. Talpa europaea cinerea
Gmelin, 1788, Cervus elaphus hippelaphus Erxleben, 1777, Falco communis leucocephalus Gmelin, 1788,
and Lanius collurio rufus Gmelin, 1788.
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INTRODUCTION

One of the few naturalists working in Bohemia in the second half of the 18th century, who
contributed to vertebrate systematics, was Franz Wilibald Schmidt (*7 July 1764 in Planá
near Mariánské Lázně, †2 February 1796 in Praha). Although being primarily a botanist,
Schmidt published in 1795 first modern checklist of vertebrates (and other animals) of
Bohemia. This checklist, one of his two zoological publications (Schmidt 1788b, 1795;
for a few comments on animals see also Schmidt 1788a), included seven nominal taxa of
mammals, birds and fishes, which were either described by Schmidt as new for science
or which were based on published works of previous naturalists, that were later found not
available for nomenclatural purposes according to ICZN (1999).

Schmidt's (1795) zoological work was known only to a few students of the Bohemian
vertebrate fauna (e.g. Amerling 1852, Frič 1859, 1872, Pražák 1897, Hudeček & Hanák
2004a,b, Hanák & Hudeček 2004). His 1795 paper was omitted from standard 19th-cen-
tury zoological bibliographies (e.g. Engelmann 1846, Agassiz & Strickland 1854), al-
though the book, in which the paper was published, was listed in them. Schmidt's (1795)
names of vertebrate species were not included in any relevant taxonomic surveys known
to us. The aim of the present work is thus to evaluate the nomenclatural and taxonomic
status of nominal vertebrate taxa described by Schmidt (1795), and to address related
nomenclatural and taxonomic issues.
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Schmidt (1795) strictly followed binomial nomenclature and, as stated by himself,
based his checklist primarily on the 13th edition of Linné's Systema naturae (Gmelin
1788–1789). In species accounts he referred also to Linné (1746 or 1761), Brisson
(1763a, b), Bloch (1782), Richter (1786), Schmidt (1788b), and Lindaker (1790), al-
though circumstantial evidence indicates, that his knowledge of published data was much
broader (see e.g. Schmidt 1788b). Schmidt also studied vertebrates in the field and in the
collections of František de Paula Hartig (1758–1797) in Praha, Malebeila Josef Emanuel
de Canal (1745–1826) in Praha, and Franz de Paula Adam Waldstein (1759–1823) in
“Dux” [= Duchcov].

SYSTEMATIC ACCOUNT

Mammalia

Talpa europaea cinerea Gmelin
Talpa eifliaca cinerea Hüpsch, 1774: 100; not figured.
Talpa europaea ε cinerea Gmelin, 1788: 110; not figured.
Talpa cinerea: Schmidt, 1795: 24; not figured.

O r i g i n a l  t e x t (Schmidt 1795: 24): “In der Gegend um Reichenberg hat diesen
Maulwurf Herr Richter bemerkt, ich fand auch in den Sandgegenden von Tetschen bis
Kreibitz seine länglichen Hügel und seichten Gänge, doch das Thier selbst konnte ich
nicht zu sehen bekommen."
S t a t u s : Available name. Hüpsch (1774: 100) described Talpa eifliaca cinerea as a form
of the European mole, additional to those recognized by La Faille (1769). Hüpsch's
(1774) paper was not strictly binomial, so that the name cinerea Hüpsch is not available
for nomenclatural purposes. Gmelin (1788: 110) used cinerea as an infrasubspecific
name (with a reference to Hübsch [sic!]), and Schmidt (1795: 24) used it as a valid name
for a Talpa species. Owing to Schmidt's action, and following ICNZ (1999, para.
45.6.4.1.), cinerea is available from Gmelin (1788). Talpa europaea cinerea Gmelin,
1788 is currently used as a valid name for the west European subspecies of Talpa eu-
ropaea Linnaeus, 1758 (e.g. Stein 1963, Niethammer 1990).
Ty p e : An animal observed by Hüpsch and a specimen in Hüpsch's collection (see Hüp-
sch 1774). Their current whereabouts is unknown.
Ty p e  l o c a l i t y : Hüpsch (1774) stated that he found his Talpa eifelensis cinerea in
Eifel, i.e. Eifel Mountains, whose main ridge lies in Rheinland, Germany. Subsequently,
Eifel was accepted as the type locality of Talpa europaea cinerea Gmelin in modern rel-
evant surveys (e.g. Miller 1912: 4, Ellermann & Morrison-Scott 1951: 37, Niethammer
1990: 108). However, Hüpsch's (1774) data allow identify the type locality more exactly.
Hüpsch (1774: 100) mentioned, that he observed a gray-colored individual and then
asked local people to catch such a mole for him. Hüpsch (1774: 102) specified, that he
obtained only one specimen and that the latter specimen was caught at the “Bleyberg” [=
Mechernicher Bleiberg near Mechernich; 50.6° N, 6.5° E], Nordrhein-Westfalen, Ger-
many. Hence, we restrict here the type locality of Talpa europaea cinerea Gmelin, 1788
to the vicinity of Mechernicher Bleiberg, as specified above. Mechernicher Bleiberg lies
in the northern outcrops of the Eifel Mountains.
R e m a r k s : The form cinerea in the sense of Hüpsch (1774) and Gmelin (1788) was re-
ported from Bohemia only twice. Richter (1786: 42) recorded gray moles in dry places
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near Reichenberg [= Liberec], remarked that the species produced oblong molehills, but
did not give the species a name. He was obviously unaware of Hüpsch's (1774) paper and
the Liberec moles were identified with those described by Hüpsch (1774) only by Gmelin
(1788: 110). Schmidt (1795: 24) did not see these animals, but recorded oblong molehills
in the sandy region between “Tetschen” [= Děčín] and “Kreibitz” [= Chřibská], which he
attributed to the work of Talpa cinerea.

Sorex talpinus Schmidt

Sorex talpinus Schmidt, 1795: 24; not figured.

O r i g i n a l  t e x t (Schmidt 1795: 24–25): “Der ganze Körper schwarz; der Schwanz nakt
von der Länge des Körpers; die Füsse nakt, sehr kurz; der Oberkiefer oder die Schnauze
spitzig, lang hervorragend. Ich fand sie im August 1794. im Isergebirg auf den hohen
Kamm, im Riesengebirg auf der kleinen Sturmhaube und am Füße der Schneekoppe."
S t a t u s : Available name. The description and the reference to the habitat clearly indi-
cate, that Sorex talpinus Schmidt is identical with Sorex alpinus Schinz, 1837, being thus
its senior subjective synonym. The possibility that Sorex talpinus Schmidt refers to a
Neomys species is highly improbable, because Schmidt (1795: 24) listed “Sorex fodiens",
i.e. Neomys sp., as a separate species and also the habitat corresponds with the require-
ments of Sorex alpinus rather than with those of Neomys spp.

Although Sorex talpinus Schmidt, 1795 is a senior synonym of Sorex alpinus Schinz,
1837, the prevailing usage of the latter name must be maintained (ICZN 1999, para.
23.9), because Sorex talpinus Schmidt, 1795 has not been used as a valid name after 1899
(ICZN 1999, para. 23.9.1), and Sorex alpinus Schinz was used as a valid name for the
Alpine Shrew with sufficient frequency to fulfill the conditions of ICNZ (1999, para.
23.9.2). The required references (ICZN 1999, para. 23.9.3) include general literature
(Sokolov 1973, Hanák & Mazák 1979, Corbet & Ovenden 1980, Hutterer 1982, 1993,
Schiling & Singer 1983, Spitzenberger 1990, Macdonald & Barrett 1993, Mitchell-Jones
et al. 1999) and faunal surveys of the range states (e.g. Hanák & Figala 1960, Nietham-
mer 1960, Löhr 1969, Beneš 1970, 1987, Šebek 1971, Ansorge & Franke 1981, Mészáros
& Deméter 1984, Štollman & Dudich 1985, Hůrka 1987, Brünner & Braun 1991, Anděra
& Bürger 1992, Bělka & Vrána 1993, Rychnovský & Eleder 1994, Hausser 1995, Anděra
2000, Spitzenberger 2001). Herewith, Sorex alpinus Schinz, 1837 becomes a nomen pro-
tectum, and Sorex talpinus Schmidt, 1795 becomes a nomen oblitum in the sense of
ICZN (1999).
Ty p e : Animals observed and/or collected by Schmidt in northern Bohemia. Their cur-
rent whereabouts is unknown.
Ty p e  l o c a l i t y : Northwestern part of the Sudeten Mountains, northern Bohemia, incl.
“hoher Kamm im Isergebirg” [= main range of Jizerské hory Mountains]), “kleine
Sturmhaube” [= Malý Šišák] and foot of “Schneekoppe” [= Sněžka] in Krkonoše Moun-
tains. .
R e m a r k s : Schmidt's (1795) records of the Alpine shrew are the first for Bohemia and
the whole Czech Republic (and the whole range of the species indeed). Subsequent spo-
radic records of this species from the Czech Republic were published more than 70 years
later (Tobias 1867, Nitsche 1879). Anděra (2000) credited first records of the Alpine
shrew from Bohemia to Amerling (1852), but the latter author only repeated Schmidt's
(1795) records, though without referring to his publication.
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Cervus elaphus hippelaphus Erxleben
Cervus elaphus α hippelaphus Erxleben, 1777: 304; not figured.
Cervus Hippelaphus “Linn.": Schmidt, 1795: 27; not figured.

O r i g i n a l  t e x t (Schmidt 1795: 27): “Man bemerkt ihm oft in den großen Wildnissen
des Böhmerwaldes, er soll blos das ältere Thier des Vorhergehenden [= “Cervus Elaphus
Linn."] seyn."
R e m a r k s : Schmidt (1795: 27) attributed this name to “Linn.", i.e. to Gmelin (1788: 176),
where the deer is called Cervus elaphus β Hippelaphus. The name can be traced back to
Cervus elaphus α hippelaphus of Erxleben (1777: 304) and to Hippelaphus of Jonston
(1652: pl. 35). Jonston (1652) is a pre-Linnaean author. Erxleben (1777: 304) used hip-
pelaphus as an infrasubspecific name (with references to numerous authors), and Schmidt
(1795: 27) used it as a valid name for a Cervus species. Owing to Schmidt's action, and fol-
lowing ICNZ (1999, para. 45.6.4.1.), hippelaphus is available from Erxleben (1777).
Cervus elaphus hippelaphus Erxleben, 1777 is currently used as a valid name for the Cen-
tral European subspecies of Cervus elaphus Linnaeus, 1758 by some authors (e.g. Eller-
mann & Morrison-Scott 1951, Bützler 1986, Geist 1999, Ludt et al. 2004, Pitra et al. 2004).

Aves

Falco communis leucocephalus Gmelin
Falco leucocephalus Brisson, 1760a: 325; not figured.
Falco communis δ leucocephalus Gmelin, 1788: 270; not figured.
Falco leucocephalus “Briss.": Schmidt, 1795: 32; not figured.

O r i g i n a l  t e x t (Schmidt 1795: 32): “Hält sich um die Waldsümpfe auf; lebt von
kleineren Vögeln. Die Füsse sind bis auf die Zähen mit Federn begleitet."
R e m a r k s : Schmidt (1795: 32) attributed this name to Brisson (1763a: 93), and the de-
scription can be traced back to Brisson (1760a: 423). However, Brisson's species-group
names are not available for nomenclatural purposes, because his books were not strictly
binomial (ICZN 1955). Gmelin (1788: 270) used leucocephalus as an infrasubspecific
name (with references to Brisson 1763a: 93, Latham 1781: 66, and Frisch 1733–1743: pl.
75), and Schmidt (1795: 32) used it as a valid name for a Falco species. Owing to Sch-
midt's action, and following ICNZ (1999, para. 45.6.4.1.), leucocephalus is available
from Gmelin (1788). Falco leucocephalus Gmelin, 1788 is a junior subjective synonym
of Falco lagopus Pontoppidan, 1763 = Buteo lagopus (Pontoppidan), and a junior pri-
mary homonym of Falco leucocephalus Linnaeus, 1766 = Haliaeetus leucocephalus
(Linnaeus).

Strix bohemica Schmidt
Strix Bohemica Schmidt, 1795: 36; not figured.

O r i g i n a l  t e x t (Schmidt 1795: 36): “Diese Art ist die Kleinste von allen, die ich kenne.
Sie ist von der Größe eines Gimpels und so viel ich weiß in keinen mir bekannten ornithol-
ogischen Werke noch angeführt. Zwei Stück wurden in der Gegend von Zbirow geschossen.” 
S t a t u s : Available name. The reference to body size and the inclusion of the bird among
the “Käuze", i.e. earless owls, allows identify this species as a Pygmy Owl (genus Glau-
cidium Boie, 1826). Considering the locality, Strix Bohemica Schmidt, 1795 can be iden-
tified with the Eurasian Pygmy Owl Strix passerina Linnaeus, 1758 = Glaucidium
passerinum (Linnaeus), of which it is a junior subjective synonym.
Ty p e : Two individuals collected at Zbiroh and examined by Schmidt (1795) in Canal's
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collection in Praha. Current whereabouts of these syntypes is unknown, but they were
probably destroyed long ago. Avifauna of the Zbiroh region was described in detail by Ji-
rasek (1786), who did not mention this species. It is thus probable that both syntypes were
collected there between 1786–1795.
Ty p e  l o c a l i t y : The vicinity of “Zbirow” [= Zbiroh; 49.9° N, 13.8° E], Central Bo-
hemia, Czech Republic (see Schmidt 1795: 36).
R e m a r k s : European Pygmy Owls are currently known as Glaucidium passerinum
(Linnaeus, 1758), but Schmidt (1795: 36) and other contemporaneous authors (e.g.
Scopoli 1769: 22, Gmelin 1788: 296, Bechstein 1791: 367, Temminck 1820: 92), applied
the name Strix passerina Linnaeus, 1758 to the Little Owl Athene noctua (Linnaeus,
1758). Schmidt's (1795) record of Pygmy Owls from Zbiroh forests is the first record of
this species for the Czech Republic (cf. Hudec 1983, Hudec & Šťastný 2005).

Picus squamatus Schmidt
Picus squamatus Schmidt, 1795: 40; not figured.

O r i g i n a l  t e x t (Schmidt 1795: 40): None (only Latin and German names listed).
S t a t u s : Nomen nudum (no description or indication).
R e m a r k s : Both the descriptive Latin name and the accompanied German name
("Schuppenspecht") indicate, that Schmidt (1795) had juvenile Picus viridis Linnaeus,
1758 in mind. Being a nomen nudum, Picus squamatus Schmidt, 1795 does not compete
with Picus squamatus Vigors, 1831.

Motacilla alpestris Schmidt
Motacilla alpestris Schmidt, 1795: 58; not figured.

O r i g i n a l  t e x t (Schmidt 1795: 58): “Gelbe Bachstelze mit der schwarzen Kehle. [...]
An Bächen, im Iser- und Riesengebirg; im August 1794. beobachtet."
S t a t u s : Available name. The description, though very brief, clearly refers to adult male
Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea Tunstall, 1771. Hence, Motacilla alpestris Schmidt, 1795
is a junior subjective synonym of the latter species.
Ty p e : Birds observed by Schmidt in August 1794 in northern Bohemia.
Ty p e  l o c a l i t y : Northwestern part of the Sudeten Mountains, northern Bohemia, incl.
“Isergebirg” [= Jizerské hory Mountains] and “Riesengebirg” [= Krkonoše Mountains].

Turdus montanus Schmidt
Merula montana Brisson, 1760b: 232; pl. 51, fig. 1.
Turdus montanus “Brisson” Schmidt, 1795: 54; not figured.

O r i g i n a l  t e x t (Schmidt 1795: 54): None (only Latin and German names are listed).
S t a t u s : Available name. Schmidt (1795) attributed this species to “Brisson", which can
be traced back to Brisson (1763a: 223) and to Brisson (1760b: 232), where the bird bears
the name Merula montana. Brisson (1760b, 1763a) gave a good description of the bird,
and presented its figure (Brisson 1760b: pl. 51, fig. 1). Brisson's species-group names are
not available for nomenclatural purposes, because his books were not purely binomial
(ICZN 1955). With the reference to Brisson (1760b, 1763b), Turdus montanus Schmidt
is an available name.

Brisson's (1760b) Merula montana applied to 1st-winter individuals of Ring Ouzels
Turdus torquatus Linnaeus, 1758. The description equally applies to 1st-winter individu-
als of all three currently recognized forms of the Ring Ouzel (see e.g. Hartert 1903–1910,
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Vaurie 1959, Clement 2000), but the Brissonian type locality (see below) encompasses
only the areas of the north European Turdus torquatus torquatus Linnaeus, 1758 and the
central European Turdus torquatus alpestris Brehm, 1831. None of the syntypes is known
to survive till today, so that the taxonomic meaning of Turdus montanus Schmidt, 1795
can be fixed only by a designation of a neotype. Hence, respecting original description
(1st-winter individual) and type locality (Sudeten Mountains), we designate here speci-
men P6V-1138 as the neotype of Turdus montanus Schmidt, 1795 (for details see below).

With the designation of the neotype, Turdus montanus Schmidt, 1795 becomes a sen-
ior subjective synonym of Merula alpestris Brehm, 1831 = Turdus torquatus alpestris
(Brehm, 1831). In spite of that, prevailing usage of the latter name must be maintained
(ICZN 1999, para. 23.9), because Turdus montanus Schmidt, 1795 has not been used as
a valid name after 1899 (ICZN 1999, para. 23.9.1), and Turdus torquatus alpestris
(Brehm) has been used as a valid name for Central European Ring Ouzels with sufficient
frequency to fulfill the conditions of ICNZ (1999, para. 23.9.2). The required references
(ICZN 1999, para. 23.9.3) include general literature (e.g. Vaurie 1959, Ripley 1964, Lin-
dorfer 1970, Bëme 1975, Makatsch 1976, Klůz 1980, Cramp 1988, Janiga & Poxton
1997, Snow & Perrins 1998, Clement 2000, Gubitz & Spath 2002) and faunal surveys of
the range states (e.g. Ferianc 1965, Schifferli et al. 1980, Makatsch 1981, Hudec 1983,
Pontius 1986, Wüst 1986, Šťastný et al. 1987, 1996, Haffer 1988, Tomiałojć 1990, Fry et
al. 1997, Rašajski 1997, Flousek & Gramsz 1999, Karaska 2002, Stepanjan 2003). Here-
with, Merula alpestris Brehm, 1831 becomes a nomen protectum, and Turdus montanus
Schmidt, 1795 becomes a nomen oblitum in the sense of ICZN (1999).
Ty p e : Birds described by Brisson (1760b: 232) and references cited therein (i.e. Al-
drovandi 1600, Schwenckfeld 1603, Jonston 1650, Charleton 1668, 1677, Willughby
1676, Ray 1713, Rzaczynski 1736, Barrère 1745, Linné 1746, 1748) form the type series
of Turdus montanus Schmidt (see ICZN 1999, para. 72.4.4.). The neotype (designated
above) is the mounted specimen P6V-1138, housed in the Department of Zoology, Na-
tional Museum, Praha, Czech Republic. It is a 1st-winter individual, collected on 22
November 1931 in Špindlerův Mlýn, Czech Republic. The neotype (prepared by Hořice)
was part of the renowned collection of Czech birds created by Alfred Hořice (1865–1945)
and donated by himself to the National Museum, Praha, in 1945 (accession number
6344/1945). Morphological characters of the neotype clearly allow to assign the bird to
the Central European subspecies of Ring Ouzels, which is currently known as Turdus
torquatus alpestris Brehm, 1831.
Ty p e  l o c a l i t y : The Brisson's (1760b: 232–233) type locality of his Merula montana
included the Pyrenees (Barrère 1745), the Alps (Aldrovandi 1600), Sudeten Mountains
(Schwenckfeld 1603), British Islands (Charleton 1668, 1677, Willughby 1676, Ray
1713), and Sweden (Linné 1746). Other references cited by Brisson (1760b) are either
secondary or less informative in respect to the type locality. The Brissonian type locality
of Turdus montanus Schmidt thus encompasses areas occupied by north European (Bri-
tish Islands and Sweden) and central European (Pyrenees, Alps and Sudeten) forms of the
Ring Ouzel (see e.g. Vaurie 1959, Janiga & Poxton 1997 and Clement 2000 for the dis-
tribution of these forms). Designation of the neotype restricted the type locality to
Špindlerův Mlýn [50.7° N, 15.6° E], Krkonoše Mountains, Královéhradecký District,
Czech Republic, i.e. to the area that was part of the original Brissonian type locality of
Turdus montanus Schmidt (owing to Schwenckfeld 1603). Moreover, it is a locality,
where Schmidt made ornithological observations in August 1794 (see Schmidt 1795).
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R e m a r k s : Merula montana Brehm, 1831 (see Brehm 1831: 375) is an available name,
attributed to Central European Ring Ouzels of the subspecies Turdus torquatus alpestris
Brehm, 1831 (e.g. Seebohm 1881: 246, Hartert 1903–1910: 663). Within the genus Tur-
dus Linnaeus, 1758, montana Brehm, 1831 is a junior homonym of Turdus montanus
Schmidt, 1795.

Turdus montanus Voigt in Cuvier, 1831 (see Cuvier 1831: 484) is a new replacement
name for Turdus citrinus Latham, 1790 = Zoothera citrina (Latham) from the family Tur-
didae, hence its junior objective synonym. Also, it is a junior homonym of Turdus mon-
tanus Schmidt, 1795.

Orpheus montanus Townsend, 1837 (see Townsend 1837: 192) was transferred to the
genus Turdus Linnaeus, 1758 by Audubon (1838: 487). Within the genus Turdus Lin-
naeus, 1758, montanus Townsend, 1837 is a junior homonym of Turdus montanus Sch-
midt, 1795. The bird belongs in the Mimidae, where it is currently known as Oreoscoptes
montanus (Townsend, 1837) (e.g. Davis & Miller 1960, AOU 1998).

Turdus montanus Lafresnaye, 1844 (see Lafresnaye 1844: 167) is a junior primary homo-
nym of Turdus montanus Schmidt, 1795. No nomenclatural changes are necessary, howev-
er, because Turdus montanus Lafresnaye, 1844 is a junior subjective synonym of Muscicapa
fusca Müller, 1776 = Allenia fusca (Müller) from the family Mimidae (Cory 1891, Hellmayr
1934: 339, Davis & Miller 1960, AOU 1998, Hunt et al. 2001, Banks et al. 2002).

Turdus merula var. montana Dresser, 1872 (see Dresser 1872: 99) is an infrasubspecif-
ic name without standing in zoological nomenclature.

Lanius collurio rufus Gmelin
Lanius Collurio γ rufus “Briss.” Gmelin, 1788: 301; not figured.
Lanius ruffus “Prisson” [sic!]: Schmidt, 1795: 37; not figured.

O r i g i n a l  t e x t (Schmidt 1795: 37): “Mit der vorhergehenden [= “Lanius Collurio
Linn."], von dem er nur eine Spielart seyn soll."
S t a t u s : Available name. Schmidt (1795) attributed this name to “Prisson [sic!] orn. p.
201 [sic!]", which can be traced back to Lanius rufus of Brisson (1760b: 147, 1763a:
199), whose species-group names are not available for nomenclatural purposes (ICZN
1955). Gmelin (1788: 110) used rufus as an infrasubspecific name (with a reference to
Brisson), and Schmidt (1795: 24) used it as a valid name for a Lanius species (misspelling
rufus as ruffus). Owing to Schmidt's action, and following ICNZ (1999, para. 45.6.4.1.),
rufus is available from Gmelin (1788). Lanius collurio rufus Gmelin, 1788 is a junior
subjective synonym of Lanius senator Linnaeus, 1758 (cf. Gadow 1883: 283) and a jun-
ior primary homonym of Lanius rufus Linnaeus, 1766 = Schetba rufa (Linnaeus) (Aves:
Vangidae), and of Lanius rufus Scopoli, 1786 = Coracias vagabunda Latham, 1790 =
Dendrocitta vagabunda (Latham) (Aves: Corvidae).
R e m a r k s : Schmidt (1795) probably applied the name Lanius rufus to female and/or ju-
venile Red-backed Shrikes Lanius collurio Linnaeus, 1758.

Osteichthyes

Salmo caeruleus Schmidt
Salmo caeruleus Schmidt, 1795: 65; not figured.

O r i g i n a l  t e x t (Schmidt 1795: 65): “In der Moldau, in Winter."
S t a t u s : Nomen nudum (no description or indication).
R e m a r k s : Amerling (1852: 206) misspelled the species name as “coerulescens” and

81



speculated on the possibility, that the species is identical with Salmo Wartmanni Bloch,
1784 = Coregonus wartmanni (Bloch). Frič (1859: 185) doubted Amerling's opinion and
later (Frič 1872: 122–123) conjectured that Schmidt (1795) applied this name to young
Atlantic salmons “Trutta salar” = Salmo salar Linnaeus, 1758.

Cyprinus asper Schmidt

Cyprinus asper Schmidt, 1795: 67; not figured.

O r i g i n a l  t e x t  (Schmidt 1795: 67): “Diese Karpfenart wird nur immer im Winter in
der Moldau gefangen, wo sie dann unter anderen Fischen auf dem Markte verkauft wird."
S t a t u s : Nomen nudum (no description or indication).

CONCLUSIONS

Schmidt (1795) listed 403 vertebrate species as occurring in Bohemia, incl. 49 mammals,
272 birds, 13 reptiles, 10 amphibians and 59 fishes (s.l.). Seven of these species were
named as new for science and four were elevated from a variety to a full species.
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